
 

 

                                                                   TOPIC: - GS PAPER 2 (POL.SC) 

                                             SC/ST ATROCITIES ACT 

Current Affairs by Ojaank Sir 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

Why in news:- 

� Recently, Supreme Court upheld a 2018 amendment which barred persons accused of committing atrocities 
against those belonging to the SC & ST from getting anticipatory bail. 

� But two of the judges on the Bench, Justices Arun Mishra and Vineet Saran, held in their joint opinion that a 
High Court would also have an “inherent power” to grant anticipatory bail in cases in which prima facie an 
offence under the anti-atrocities law is not made out. 

� The two judges held that a High Court, in “exceptional cases”, could quash cases to prevent the misuse of the 
anti-atrocities law. 

� Justice Bhat stressed that the courts should take care to use this power to grant anticipatory bail “only sparingly 
and in very exceptional cases”. 

� It is important to emphasise that unless provisions of the Act are enforced in their true letter and spirit. 
� The marginalisation of SC & ST communities is an enduring exclusion & is based almost solely on caste 

identities,” Justice Bhat observed. 
� The judge said the express provisions of the Constitution and statutes like the Act, meant to protect the 

oppressed classes, underline the social or collective resolve to ensure that “all humans are treated as humans 
that their innate genius is allowed outlets through equal opportunities and each of them is fearless in the pursuit 
of her or his dreams”. 
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About SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989:- 

� The Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act is known as POA, SC/ST Act, the Prevention 
of Atrocities Act, or the Atrocities Act. 

� It is an Act of the Parliament of India. 
� This act was enacted to prevent atrocities against scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 
� The Act is popularly known as the SC/ST Act, POA, and the Prevention of Atrocities Act. 
� This act came because the provisions of the existing laws (such as the Protection of Civil Rights Act 1955 and 

Indian Penal Code) were found to be inadequate to check these crimes (defined as 'atrocities' in the Act). 
� After recognizing the continuing gross indignities and offences against Scheduled Castes and Tribes, the 

Parliament passed the ‘Scheduled Castes and Schedule Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989. 
� The rules for the Act were notified on March 31, 1995. 
� Some objectives of the act are:- 

1. To deliver justice to these communities through proactive efforts, 
2. To enable them to live in society with dignity and self-esteem and without fear or violence or suppression 

from the dominant castes, 
3. Practice of untouchability, in its overt and covert form was made a cognizable and non compoundable 

offence, & 
4. Strict punishment is provided for any such offence in the act. 

� On August 2018, the parliament passed the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Amendment Bill, 2018. 
� The main aim of the bill is to bypass the ruling of the Supreme Court of India laying down procedures for 

arrests under the Act. 
� The bill inserts section 18A (1) (a) & 18A (1) (b) in the 1989 Act. 
� 18A (1) (a): - preliminary enquiry shall not be required for registration of an FIR against any person. 

Ojaank



� 18A (1) (b): - the investigating officer shall not require approval for the arrest, if necessary, of any person 
against whom an accusation of having committed an offence under this Act has been made and no procedure, 
other than that provided under this Act or the Code, shall apply. 

� The act violates the basic principles of liberty and accountability after the amendments. 
� The new law could be used to harass citizens by arresting them on the basis of mere allegations. 
� The amendment excludes Section 438 of CrPC, violates constitutional mandate under Articles 14 and 21. 
� The amendments rule out any provision for anticipatory bail for a person accused of atrocities against SC/STs, 

notwithstanding any court order. 
� For speedy trial, Section 14 of the SC/ST Act provides for a Court of Session to be a Special Court to try 

offences under this Act in each district. 
� Article 17 seeks to abolish untouchability. 
� Article 46: - promote the educational and economic interests of SCs, STs, and other weaker sections of the 

society and to protect them from social injustice and exploitation. 
� Article 338: - National Commission for Scheduled Castes. 
� Article 338-A: - National Commission for Scheduled Tribes. 

 

Q1:- Consider the following statement:- 

1. Article 17 deals with the abolishon of untouchability. 
2. Article 337: - National Commission of Schedules Castes. 
3. For speedy trial, Section 14 of the SC/ST Act provides for a Court of Session to be a Special Court to try 

offences under this Act in each district. 

Which of the following statement is/are correct:- 

a) Only 1 
b) Only 1 & 2 
c) Only 1 & 3 
d) All are correct. 

Answer: - c. 
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