
 

 

                                                                  TOPIC: - GS PAPER 2 (POL.SC) 

                                                          CAG 
Current Affairs by Ojaank Sir 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About CAG. 

Why in news:- 

� In a report tabled in Parliament, the Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG) pulled up the Army for 
deficiencies in the provision of special clothing, rations and housing for troops in high-altitude areas, including 
Siachen. 

� Acc. to the CAG report:- 
1. There were delays of up to 4 years in the procurement of high-altitude clothing and equipment, 
2. There is an acute shortage of essential clothing and equipment. 
3. There was a critical shortage of snow goggles, ranging from 62% to 98%. 
4. The troops had not been issued “multi-purpose boots” from November 2015 to September 2016, 
5. The old models of face mask, jacket and sleeping bags were procured; the troops did not get the benefit of 

using improved products. 
� The INDU was recommended by the Kargil Review Committee in 1999 to address the deficiencies in India’s 

security management system. 
� The Union Cabinet accorded in-principle approval in May 2010 for establishing it in Gurugram at an estimated 

cost of Rs. 395 crore. 
� CAG said the institute was “yet to fructify”, even as the project cost had been revised from Rs. 395 crore to Rs. 

4,007.22 crore, up 914%. 
� The land was acquired in September 2012; however, the setting up of the INDU is yet to fructify even after two 

decades of the Kargil War,” the report said. 
� On the special rations for troops in high-altitude areas to meet their energy needs, the CAG said substitutes for 

the scaled items were authorised on a “cost-to-cost’’ basis, and this resulted in the supply of a reduced quantity. 
� This compromised the calorie intake of the troops by as high as 82%. 
� The housing project, aimed at improving the living conditions of the troops in high-altitude areas, was executed 

in an ad hoc manner. 

About CAG:- 

� CAG is also known as Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India. 
� It is an authority which is established by Article 148 of the Constitution of India. 

Ojaank

Ojaank

Ojaank

Ojaank

Ojaank

Ojaank

Ojaank



� The CAG is mentioned in the Constitution of India under Article 148 – 151. 
� The basic work of CAG is to audits all receipts & expenditure of the Government of India and the state 

governments, including those of bodies and authorities substantially financed by the government. 
� The CAG is also the external auditor of Government-owned corporations and conducts supplementary audit of 

government companies, i.e., any non-banking/ non-insurance company in which Union Government has an 
equity share of at least 51 per cent or subsidiary companies of existing government companies. 

� The reports of the CAG are taken into consideration by the Public Accounts Committees (PACs) and 
Committees on Public Undertakings (COPUs). 

� PAC & COPUs are special committees in the Parliament of India and the state legislatures. 
� The CAG is also the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department. 
� The affairs of Indian Audit and Accounts Department are managed by officers of Indian Audit and Accounts 

Service. 
� It has over 58,000 employees across the country. 
� The CAG is ranked 9th and enjoys the same status as a judge of Supreme Court of India in Indian order of 

precedence. 
� The current CAG of India is Rajiv Mehrishi, who assumed office on 25 September 2017. 
� He is the 13th CAG of India. 
� The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India is appointed by the President of India following a 

recommendation by the Prime Minister. 
� On appointment, he/she has to make an oath or affirmation before the President of India. 
� The CAG can be removed only on an address from both houses of parliament on the ground of proved mis 

behaviour or incapacity. 
� The CAG vacates the office on attaining the age of 65 years even without completing the 6 years term by 

impeachment also. 
 

Q1:- In India, other than ensuring that public funds are used efficiently and for intended purpose, what is the 
importance of the office of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG): - [UPSC 2012] 

1. CAG exercises exchequer control on behalf of the Parliament when the President of India declares national 
emergency/financial emergency. 

2. CAG reports on the execution of projects or programmes by the ministries are discussed by the Public Accounts 
Committee. 

3. Information from CAG reports can be used by investigating agencies to press charges against those who have 
violated the law while managing public finances. 

4. While dealing with the audit and accounting of government companies, CAG has certain judicial powers for 
prosecuting those who violate the law. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct:- 

 (a) 1, 3, and 4 only 

 (b) 2 only 
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 (c) 2 and 3 only 

 (d) 1, 2, 3, and 4 

Answer: - c. 

 

 

Q2:- Which Article in the Constitution on India provides for the post of Comptroller and Auditor General of India 
(CAG)? 

a) Article 148 
b) Article 343  
c) Article266 
d)  Article 248 

 

Q3: - Which of the following duties is NOT performed by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India. 

a) To Audit and report on all expenditure from the consolidated fund of India. 
b) To Audit and report on all expenditure from the contingency funds and Public Accounts. 
c) To Audit a report on All Trading manufacturing, profit and loss accounts. 
d) To control the receipt and issue of Public Money, and to ensure that the public revenue is lodged in the 

exchequer. 

Answer: - d. 
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