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India-Bangladesh joint military 
exercise 'Sampriti 2019' will be 
held in Tangail 

 According to Election Commission, West Bengal has the maximum number of first-time 
voters, around 20.1 lakh, in the upcoming LokSabha elections. 

 WB is followed by Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, with around 16.7 lakh and 13.6 lakh 
first-time voters, respectively. 

 The number of people eligible to vote has reportedly increased by 8.4 crore as compared to 
2014 General Elections. 

 Over 1.5 crore voters are in the age group of 18-19 years. These "young voters" constitute 
1.66 per cent of the total electors. 

Exercise Sampriti 2019 
will be held from 2nd 
March to 15th 
March at Tangail in 
Bangladesh. 
It will be the eighth 
edition of the exercise 
which is hosted 
alternately by both 
countries. 
Joint Exercise ‘Sampriti 
2019’ was first held in 
Assam in 2011. 
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Russia offers to help 
mediate between India 
and Pakistan 

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova announced that, Russia is 
ready to mediate between India and 
Pakistan to defuse the 
recent tensions between the two 
countries. 
Russia has particularly close relations 
with India which buys large quantities 
of Russian military equipment and its 
relationship with Pakistan has 
warmed in recent years. 

Cabinet approves jammu 
and kashmir Reservation 
Amendment 
Ordinance,2019 
The Cabinet has also approved 
amendment to the Constitution 
(Application to Jammu and 
Kashmir) order 1954 by the way of 
Constitution (Application to Jammu & 
Kashmir) amendment order, 2019. 
This will provide 10 per 
cent reservation for economically 
weaker sections (EWS), which includes 
Scheduled Castes (SC), Schedule Tribes 
(ST), in educational institutions and 
government job in addition to the 
existing reservation in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

India and Brunei signed an agreement to exchange information on 
tax and banking matters 
 
India and Brunei signed a pact for exchange of Information and Assistance in Collection with respect to taxes in order 
to curb tax evasion and tax avoidance in New Delhi. 
This agreement will facilitate both the countries to exchange information, including banking and ownership 
information for tax purposes and will also avail mutual assistance in collection of tax revenue claims. 
About Brunei 
♦ Capital – Bandar Seri Begawan 
♦ Currency – Brunei dollar 
♦ Prime Minister – Hassanal Bolkiah. 
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CZPDC Bhopal and WZPDC 
Indore Honouredwith Saubhagya 
Award 

The Central Zone Power Distribution Company 
(CZPDC), Bhopal and West Zone Power Distribution 
Company (WZPDC), 
Indore was conferred with the “Saubhagya 
Award” under 
PradhanMantriSahajBijliHarGharYojana at the 
National Conference of Energy Ministers by the Union 
Minister of State for Energy, R.K. Singh. 
The award includes a cash prize of Rs 100 crore each.   

 

 

 

MHRD launched STARS 
scheme on 28th February 
The Union Human Resource Minister Prakash 
Javadekar launched the STARS scheme on 
National Science Day that is 28th 
February. STARS is abbreviated as Scheme for 
Translational and Advanced Research in Science.  
The Ministry has allocated Rs.250 crores for the 
implementation of the scheme. Under the 
scheme 500 science projects will be funded 
whose selection will be made based on 
competition. Indian Institute of Science (IISC) will 
be the coordinator of the scheme.  
 

National Science Day:  
♦ The National Science Day is celebrated 

on 28th February every year in the memory of 
Indian physicist and a Nobel laureate Sir CV. 
Raman 

♦ It is celebrated to commemorate the 
discovery of Raman Effect for which he was 
awarded Nobel Prize in the year 1930 

♦ The theme of the 2019 National Science Day 
is Science for people and people for science 

NITI Aayog partnered with Adobe 
to enhance digital literacy 

NITI Aayog'sAtal Innovation Mission (AIM) and 
software major Adobe have signed a Statement of Intent 
to collaborate on enhancing digital literacy and 
creativity skills.  
Under the agreement, Adobe would implement 
the Adobe Digital DishaProgrammeacross 100 schools 
under Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) initiative. Teachers 
and Children across these 100 schools would benefit 
from the creative learning resources via free access to 
Adobe Spark premium.  

Atal Tinkering Labs: 
 

♦ Atal Tinkering Labs is the flagship 
initiative undertaken by NITI 
Aayog under the Atal Innovation 
Mission.  

♦ Atal Tinkering Labs are aimed at 
inculcating the values of 
innovation, technology, and 
entrepreneurship amongst 
India's youngsters. 
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Punjab Govt seeks Rs 412 crore 
for dam to stop water to 
Pakistan 

Punjab government has urged the central 
government to  release Rs 412 crore for the 
construction of a dam at MakoraPattan on the 
confluence of Ravi and Ujh rivers in 
Gurdarpur district by considering it as a 
national project for stopping India’s 
river water flow into Pakistan. 
The construction of the dam at MakoraPattan 
would stop about 600 cusecs of river water 
flowing into Pakistan and Punjab could use 
this water for irrigation purposes. 
With this project, Punjab government would 
also be able to provide clean drinking waterto 
100 villages and six townships. 

Mahesh Elkunchwar is to receive META Lifetime Achievement 
Award 

Mahesh Elkunchwar, an eminent Indian playwright, 
has been chosen for Mahindra Excellence in 
Theatre Awards (META) Lifetime Achievement 
Award 2019. The award would be conferred 
on March 12 during the Mahindra Theater Festival.  
Mahesh Elkunchwar is regarded as one of the 
progressive playwrights of the country and is 
critically-acclaimed and widely-known for having 
experimented with a wide range of drama and is 
considered a powerful force in both Indian and 
Marathi theatre scene. He has over 30 plays and 
essays to his credit including works like 'Sultan', 
'Holi', 'Garbo', Yatanaghar', and 'Atmakatha'.  
 

META Awards: 
The META awards were instituted by the Mahindra Group with the objective of becoming a 
significant platform for celebrating this art. META recognizes theatre's varied elements like 
playwriting, set, costume and light designing, direction and performance. 
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has formed a task force on the offshore rupee market. It will be headed by former 
Deputy Governor UshaThorat and will recommend steps for ensuring the stability of the currency. 
The task force shall examine the issues relating to the offshore rupee markets in depth and recommend 
appropriate policy measures that also factor in the requirement of ensuring the stability of the external value of 
the rupee. The committee would submit its report by the end of June 2019. 
The task force will assess the causes behind the development of the offshore rupee market, and study the effects 
on the exchange rate and market liquidity in the domestic market. It would also recommend measures to address 
concerns arising out of offshore rupee trading. 

IIT (BHU) scientist discovered 
tadpole-like jets on Sun 

Scientists led by IIT (BHU) 
researcher AbhishekSrivastava have discovered tadpole-
shaped jets coming out of regions with intense magnetic 
fields on the Sun. 
Formally called pseudo-shocks, the "tadpoles" are made 
entirely of plasma, which accounts for an 
estimated 99% of the observable universe. 
It could help understand why corona (Sun's upper 
atmosphere) is over 200 times hotter than its surface. 

 

Space X successfully launched a 
new astronaut capsule to ISS 
Space X successfully launched a new astronaut 
capsule on a week-long round trip to 
the International Space Station (ISS). It is a key step 
towards resuming manned space flights from U.S. soil 
after an eight-year break. The new capsule blasted 
off aboard the Falcon 9 rocket built by SpaceX from 
the Kennedy Space Center, Florida, lighting up the 
coastline.  
In this trip, the only occupant on board SpaceX’s 
Crew Dragon capsule was a dummy named Ripley. 
But NASA plans to put two astronauts aboard in July, 
although that date could be delayed. 
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PM modi flagged off Tejas express, fastest 
train between Channi and Madurai 

This train will be the fastest in the Chennai-
Madurai corridor and is India’s first semi-high 
speed fully AC luxury train. 
PM Modi also laid the foundation stone for two 
other projects which will boost rail infrastructure 
in Tamil Nadu. 
PM laid the foundation stone for the restoration of 
rail connectivity 
between Rameswaram and Dhanushkodi. The 
17.20 Km railway line project is worth Rs 208 
crore. 
Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone for 
the construction of new bridge Pamban viaduct. 
This will be India's first ever vertical 
moving bridge. The cost of this project is Rs 250 
crore. 

 

ISRO launches 'Yuva Vigyani Karyakram' 
for school children 

Indian Space Research Organisation launched “Yuva 
Vigyani Karyakram”, a “Young Scientist Programme” for 
the School Children to be studying in the ninth standard. 
ISRO Scientists will impart basic knowledge on Space 
Technology, Space Science and Space Applications to the 
young ones with the intent of arousing their interest in the 
emerging areas of Space activities. 
 “Catch them young” residential training programme will be 
of around two weeks duration during summer holidays with 
a proposal to select 3 students from each State and Union 
Territory, covering CBSE, ICSE and State syllabus.  
Government asked scientific institutions in the country to 
mentor young minds in the area of basic science.  
It has launched the YUVA programme.  
It has approached the Chief Secretaries of the respective 
States and Administrators of Union Territories in India to 
arrange for the selection of three students and communicate 
the list to ISRO. 

India’s Unemployment rate at 7.2% in 
February, the highest since September 2016 
According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), 
the unemployment rate rose to 7.2% in February 2019, the 
worst in 28 months, and up from 5.9% in February 2018. 
Meanwhile, the labour force is down 25.7 million since 
September 2016 and the number of employed persons has 
declined by 18.3 million in the same period. 
The number of employed persons in India was estimated at 400 
million in February compared with 406 million a year ago. 
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PM STIAC identified 9 
national missions for India's 
sustainable development 

he Prime Minister's Science, Technology 
and Innovation Council (PM-STIAC) have 
identified nine national missions to address 
major scientific challenges to ensure India's 
sustainable development. Through the nine 
missions, the PM STIAC aims to facilitate 
collaboration to solve complex problems. 

The identified Nine Missions are: 
♦ Natural language Translation ♦ Quantum Frontier 
♦ Artificial Intelligence ♦ National Biodiversity Mission 
♦ Electric Vehicles ♦ Bio Science for Human Health 
♦ Waste to Wealth ♦ Deep Ocean Exploration 
♦ Agnii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OECD has reduced the world economic growth 
forecasts for 2019 to 3.3 percent 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has reduced the world economic 
growth forecasts for the year 2019.  OECD has cut its 2019 forecast for global economic growth to 3.3% for 
the current year, down from 3.5% it predicted earlier.  
The report notes that trade tensions and political uncertainty, including Brexit and erosion of business and 
consumer confidence are weighing on the world's economy thereby contributing to the slowdown. The 19-
nation eurozone was particularly hard to hit, with predicted growth dropping from 1.8% to 1% which was 
contributed to policy uncertainty including those over Brexit.[[ 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): 
♦ Formed on: 16 April 1948   ♦ Headquarters: Paris, France 
♦ Membership: 36 States   ♦ Official languages: English, French 
♦ Secretary-General: Jose Angel Gurria 
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The theme for this year’s 
women’s day is ‘Think Equal, Build 
Smart, Innovate for Change’. 
The purpose of the theme is to 
achieve gender equality by 
putting innovation by women and 
girls, for women and girls, at the 
heart of efforts. 
President Ram NathKovind will 
present the highest civilian 
honor for women in India, Nari 
Shakti Puraskar 2018 in New 
Delhi. 

International Women’s Day is being 
observed on 08th March. Governments, 
NGOs and other organisations across the 
world observe the day on the 8th of 
March every year to highlight the 
achievements of women. 
 

President Ram NathKovind to give Nari 
Shakti awards on International Womens 
Day 

Red Flag 2019 Aerial 
Exercise began in United 
States 
Red Flag is US Air Force’s premier air-to-
air combat training exercise. It was 
launched in 1975.12-day long Red Flag 
2019 has started at Nellis Air Force Base, 
Nevada, United States.It is scheduled 
from 3rd to 16th March 2019. 
Air forces from US, United Arab Emirates, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Singapore and 
Saudi Arabia, participate in this exercise. 
India has participated in it for two times 
in 2008 and 2016. 

SBI to link the interest rate to RBIs repo rate 

State Bank of India is to link the interest rate it offers on savings account 
deposits to the Reserve Bank of India’s repo rate, an external benchmark. SBI 
has become the first domestic bank to do such linking. By doing so, the bank 
will effectively link all loan rates to an external benchmark either directly or 
indirectly, thereby attempting to speed up the transmission of any changes in the 
benchmark monetary policy rate to depositors and borrowers.  
 

The following changes are announced by SBI:  
♦  Savings accounts with deposits above Rs.1 lakh would be priced at 2.75% below the 

prevailing repo rate of 6.25% 
♦ Cash credit accounts and overdraft facilities over Rs.1 lakh would be priced 

at 2.25% over the repo rate 

♦ For all other floating rate products, including retail and corporate loans, the impact 
of SBI’s decision to link savings account deposit rates to the repo rate will be felt 
indirectly 

♦  For savings account holders with balances up to Rs.1 lakh and borrowers with cash 
credit and overdraft limits up to Rs.1 lakh, interest rates will remain fixed. 
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Surat Metro Project springs up 
expected to serve the masses by 2024 
The Government of India approved the Surat Metro Rail Project 
having two Metro Rail Corridors with a combined length of 40.35 
km. 
The project will be completed in 5 years at an estimated project cost 
of Rs. 12020.32 Crore 
This project will provide continuous availability of affordable, 
reliable, safe, secure and seamless transport system in the urban 
agglomeration of the city. It will reduce the accidents, pollution, 
travel time, energy consumption, anti-social incidents as well as 
regulate urban expansion and land use for sustainable development. 

Centre launched Pulse 
Polio Programme 2019 to 
eradicate Polio 

The government has launched the Pulse 
Polio Programme 2019. Under the 
programme, polio drops would be 
administered to children less than five 
years of age. More than 17 crore children 
of less than five years across the country 
will be administered polio drops.  
The pulse polio programme aims to 
protect children from the polio disease by 
conducting two nationwide mass polio 
vaccination campaigns and two to three 
sub-national campaigns each year.  
India was declared Polio-free country in 
the year 2014. India's last reported cases 
of wild polio were in West Bengal and 
Gujarat on 13 January 2011. 
 

Polio: 
♦ Polio also known as poliomyelitis is a  
 highly contagious viral disease caused  
 by Poliovirus. 
♦ It attacks the nervous system. 
♦ Children younger than 5 years old are  

more likely to contract the virus than any 
other group.  

♦ Poliovirus spreads by food or water 
containing human faces and less 
commonly from infected saliva. 
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India stands world’s 2nd largest 

arms importer says SIPRI 
According to the latest report 
published by the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI), India was the world’s second 
largest importer of major arms in 
2014–18 and accounted for 9.5% of the 
global total. Saudi Arabia which holds 
the long-held tag as largest importer 
accounted for 12% of the total imports 
during the period.  
 
Russia accounted for 58% of Indian 
arms imports in 2014–18, compared 
with 76% in 2009-13. Israel, the 
U.S., and France all increased their 
arms exports to India in 2014-18. 
 
The Russian share in Indian imports is 
likely to sharply go up for the next 
five-year period as India signed several 
deals including S-400 air defence 
systems, four stealth frigates, AK-203 
assault rifles, a second nuclear attack 
submarine on the lease, and deals for 
Kamov-226T utility helicopters, Mi-17 
helicopters, and short-range air 
defence systems. 

 

President Ram NathKovind conferred the Padma awards on 47 of this 
year's 112 recipients at the RashtrapatiBhavan. 
The remaining winners are likely to be conferred the honour on 
March 16. 
The Padma Awards, one of the highest civilian awards of the country, 
is conferred in three categories — the Padma Vibhushan, the Padma 
Bhushan, and the Padma Shri. 
 

The Padma Vibhushan, which is India’s second highest civilian award 
after Bharat Ratna, was conferred to 
♦Folk artist TeejanBai, 
♦ Djibouti’s President Ismail Omar Guelleh, 
♦ Larsen & Toubro chairperson Anil ManibhaiNaik, and 
♦ writer and theatre personality BalwantMoreshwarPurandare. 
The Centre announced 14 recipients for the Padma Bhushan and 94 people for 
the Padma Shri award, this year. 
 

Padma Bhushan: 
♦ John Chambers (Trade and Industry-Technology) 
♦Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa (Public Affairs) 
♦PravinGordhan (Public Affairs, South Africa) 
♦MahashayDharam Pal Gulati (Trade and Industry-Food Processing) 
♦DarshanLal Jain (Social Work) 
♦ Ashok LaxmanraoKukade (Medicine-Affordable Healthcare) 
♦KariyaMunda (Public Affairs) 
♦Budhaditya Mukherjee (Art, Music-Sitar) 
♦MohanlalViswanathan Nair (Art, Acting, Film) 
♦ S Nambi Narayan (Science and Engineering-Space) 
♦KuldipNayar (Literature and Education – posthumous) 
♦Bachendri Pal (Sports-Mountaineering) 
♦ V K Shunglu (Civil Service) 
♦Hukumdev Narayan Yadav (Public Affairs) 
 
Padma Shri: 
Notable Padma Shri awardees include actor ManojBajpayee, footballer Sunil 
Chhetri, choreographer and director Prabhu Deva, cricketer GautamGambhir, 
singer Shankar Mahadevan and freestyle wrestler BajrangPunia.Actor Kader 
Khan will be awarded the Padma Shri posthumously 

President Ram Nath Kovind conferred 
Padma Awards on 47 recipients 
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IAE report says rate of emission of CO2 increased in India 

The International Energy Agency (IEA) report onCarbon dioxide emissions said that India emitted 2,299 million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide in 2018. The rate of growth of carbon dioxide emission in India was higher than that of the United States and China which are 
the two biggest emitters in the world. India's emissions carbon dioxide witnessed an increase of 4.8% rise from 2018. This increase in 
the emission of carbon dioxide was attributed to coal consumption.  
China, the United States, and India accounted for nearly 70% of the rise in energy demand. India's per capita emissions were about 
40% of the global average and contributed 7% to the global carbon dioxide burden whereas the largest emitter the United States was 
responsible for 14%.  
India has pledged to reduce the emissions intensity of its economy by 2030. But India's energy intensity improvement declined 3% 
from last year even as its renewable energy installations increased 10.6% from last year. As per estimates, India requires at least $2.5 
trillion (Rs 150 trillion approx.) to implement its climate pledge which is around 71% of the combined required spending for all 
developing countries pledges. 
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United Nations weather agency, 
World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) released its 
annual State of the Global Climate 
Report 

The state of the Global Climate in 2018’, of World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) warned that 
the physical and socio-economic impacts of climate 
change are accelerating day by day. 
 
It is the 25th annual record of the Global climate. 
 

In this report, there is a significant impact on temperatures, as 2018 was the fourth warmest year on record, and almost 1 
degree C above from the period of 1850 to 1900. 
It was reported that for the effect of greenhouse gases, temperatures may increase up to 3 – 5 degrees C compared to the 
previous record by the end of the century also, the sea levels were 3.7 millimetres higher than in 2017. 
In 1994, when the statement was first released, the Carbon dioxide levels were at 357.0 parts per million but in 2017, it was 
405.5 parts per million. Also, it is expected that greenhouse gas concentrations will increase in upcoming years. 
 

About World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
♦ Founded: 23 March 1950  ♦ Head: David Grimes 
♦ Parent organization: United Nations Economic and Social Council 
♦ Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 

Vijayawada Railway Station 
awarded the Gold Rating for being 
Clean & Eco-Friendly 

Vijayawada railway station, one of the busiest railway 
junctions in India, has received Gold Rating by the 
Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) for Green 
Measures. 
 

The IGBC-CII, with the support of the Environment 
Directorate of Indian Railways, developed the Green 
Railway Stations Rating System to facilitate adoption of 
green concepts, thereby reduce the adverse 
environmental impact due to station operation and 
maintenance and also enhance the overall commuter 
experience. 
 

The Vijayawada station has installed 100 per cent LED 
lighting, the fans are five-star rated, and solar power is 
already being used for water heating systems. 
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Gujarat ATS and Indian Coast Guard 
capture 9 international smugglers 
with heroin worth Rs 500 crore 

The Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad and the Indian 
Coast Guard captured nine international drug 
smugglers. 
 
The smugglers were reportedly carrying 100 kgs 
of contraband worth Rs 500 crore in the boat, 
which they had destroyed after they were 
trapped by the agencies.   
 
As per the press statement, the Gujarat ATS had 
received a tip-off that an illegal consignment of 
narcotic drugs, Heroin, is going to be smuggled 
in Gujarat through Coast. 

Manu and Saurabh won gold in 
12th Asian Airgun Championship 
in Taoyuan, Taipei 

Indian shooting stars Manu Bhaker and 
SaurabhChaudhary smashed the qualification world 
record before clinching the 10m air pistol mixed team 
gold in the 12th Asian Airgun Championship in 
Taoyuan, Taipei. The Indians then went on to win the 
five-team final with a score of 484.8. 
Hwang Seongeun and Kim Mose of Korea won the silver 
with a score of 481.1 while Wu Chia Ying and Kou 
Kuan-Ting claimed the bronze for the host country with 
a score of 413.3.  
This win comes a month after they won 
the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) 
World Cup stage gold in the same event in Delhi. Manu 
Bhaker and SaurabhChaudhary broke the record set by 
Russians VitalinaBatsarashkina and ArtemChernousov 
at the European Championships held recently.  

India becomes the 4th country to test Anti-
satellite missile system, codenamed Mission 
Shakti successfully 
India successfully completed 'Mission Shakti' operation where it destroyed a live satellite 
on a low earth orbit (LEO) using an Anti-Satellite (ASAT) missile in three minutes. 
India has become the 4th country after the US, Russia and China in the world to achieve 
this historic feat. 
Anti Satellite weapons also called the ASAT are developed to destroy satellites. 
Mission Shakti is a joint programme of DRDO and the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO). 
Mission Shakti will help the country in standing strong and secure. It will further protect 
the nation from disharmony and bring peace. 
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AUSINDEX to be held off the coast of Vishakhapatnam from  
April 2 to 16th 
Third Installment of the Joint Naval Exercise of India and Australia AUSINDEX is to be held off the coast of 
Vishakhapatnam from April 2 to 16. The joint exercise will focus on anti-submarine warfare, as part of efforts to ramp 
up bilateral naval cooperation in the strategic Indian Ocean region.  
AUSINDEX 2019 
From the Australian side, HMAS Canberra (landing helicopter dock), Auxiliary Oiler Replenishment vessel, two frigates, HMAS 
Newcastle and HMAS Parramatta and P81 and P8 maritime patrol aircraft, will be involved in the exercise. A Kilo-class submarine, land-
based Hawk aircraft that will provide the air attack element for the exercise, a Kamorta class anti-submarine vessel, besides a stealth 
destroyer will lead the Indian deployment for the exercise.  
The exercise will feature the deployment of Australian personnel on Indian ships and vice versa. The area of the exercise will be 
within 200 miles of Vishakhapatnam.  
Over 1000 Australian defense personnel will take part. Australia has also proposed logistics sharing pact with India. 
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Goldman Sachs report says that in FY20 
food inflation likely to go up to 2 percent 

Goldman Sachs report said that food inflation in the 
country is likely to go up to 2% in the fiscal year 2019-
20 from the 0.7% estimated for FY19. It can be noted that 
low food prices had been one of the prime factors which 
had aided the RBI to be more accommodative in its rate-
setting recently. 
It also attributed that the low food prices in the last few 
months to the prices of cereals and vegetables which had 
remained low for some time. Deregulation of markets, 
which saw delisting of vegetables from the Agriculture 
Produce and Marketing Committee Act in 14 States, had 
helped keep vegetable prices low. 

Pakistan approved plan to open 
Sharada Temple Corridor to Hindu 
Pilgrims from India 
 

SharadaPeeth is an ancient Hindu temple and 
cultural site in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir (PcK). 
The SharadaPeeth corridor, when opened, will be 
the second religious tract after the Kartarpur 
corridor in PcK that will connect the two 
neighbouring nations. 
SharadaPeeth is also one of the three famous holy 
sites for Kashmiri Pandits, the other two being the 
Martand Sun Temple in Anantnag and the Amarnath 
temple. 
 
About Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK): 
 
♦ Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK) is called Azad  
 Kashmir in Pakistan. 
♦ POK is that part of the Jammu and Kashmir state 

of India which was invaded by the Pakistan 
in 1947. 

♦ Area: 13,297 Square km                       
 ♦ Capital: Muzaffarabad 
♦ Districts: 10                                                  
♦ Main Languages: Urdu (official). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paralympics high jumper GirishGowda 
named as Ambassador of Karnataka LS 
Elections 

Silver Medalist in Paralympic high jump, GirishGowda has been 
appointed as the ambassador of Karnataka LokSabha Elections 
2019. 
He represented India in men’s high jump F-42 category during 
2012 Summer Paralympics games held in London, where he 
clinched the silver medal. 
With this, he became the first Indian to win medal in this 
category. 
♦Chief Electoral Officer of Karnataka – Sanjiv Kumar 
♦Chief Election Commissioner of India – Sunil Arora 
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HAL rolled out 16th Tejas 
fighter for IAF fleet 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) ordered 40 Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas fighter from 
the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL).  The 
State-run Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) 
has rolled out its 16th Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) Tejas fighter in the initial 
operational clearance (IOC) configuration 
to be inducted into the fleet of the Indian 
Air Force (IAF). 
 
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL): 
♦  Industry type: Aerospace and Defence 
♦  Founded in: 1940 (as Hindustan Aircraft), 

Renamed Hindustan  
 Aeronautics in 1964) 
♦  Headquarters: Bangalore, Karnataka, India 
♦  Managed by: Indian Ministry of Defence 
♦  Chairman and MD: R.Madhavan 
♦  Products: Transport aircraft, Fighter aircraft, 

Helicopters 
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EV charging stations to be established in Bengaluru 

24 March 2019 Current Affairs: In order to reduce the burden for the electric vehicle users who hunt for charging stations in 
the city Electric Vehicles charging Stations has been planned to be established in Bengaluru, Andhra Pradesh. The 112 EV 
charging stations that have been proposed to provide the infrastructure needed to encourage the use of EVs will be readied 
by August-end. 

Uttarakhand plans to 
introduce caravans in major 
spots to boost tourism 
The government of Uttarakhand in a bid to 
promote tourism will be introducing mobile 
caravans or motor homes equipped with every 
facility you can expect to find in a regular house. 
The portable homes will enable you to access 
remote locations. 
The plan also includes the development of parks 
for the caravans to be stationed. 
These complexes will provide water, electricity and 
waste disposal facilities. 
This way, coupled with the government’s 
endeavour to build homestays in and around 
popular tourist spots, soon most Himalaya vistas 
will be enjoyable from your windowsill. 
We are working on a plan to introduce fleets of 
mobile caravans equipped with all facilities 
available in homes, which will be introduced soon. 
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Former hockey 
captainSardar 
Singh 
appointed in 
Olympic 
Council of Asia 
(OCA) Standing 
committee 

 

A total of 13 Indian Olympic 
Association members, 
including former India 
hockey captain Sardar 
Singh, have been named in 
various Standing 
Committees of the Olympic 
Council of Asia at its 38th 
General Assembly in 
Bangkok. 
 
 

Singh has been 
elected in 
the athletes standing 
committee, while 
IOA secretary 
general Rajeev 
Mehta was named in 
the culture standing 
committee. 
 
Hockey India 
secretary general 
Mohd.Mustaque 
Ahmad is in the 
media standing 
committee, while 
Athletics Federation 
of India 
president AdilleSum
ariwala and LalitBha
not have been 
elected in the sports 
for environment and 
sports standing 
committees 
respectively. 
 
All the members 
have been elected for 
a four-year 
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India-Pakistan war hero, 
Captain M.N. Samant died 
aged 89 years 

Captain Mohan Narayan Rao Samant of the 
Indian Navy, a 1971 India-Pakistan 
war hero, who was honoured by Bangladesh 
as a ‘Friend of Liberation War’, has passed 
away at the age of 89. 
 
The MahaVir Chakra awardee was 
instrumental in India waging a covert 
maritime war against shipping in the then 
East Pakistan.  

He had trained over 400 Bengali college 
students as maritime commandos for 
carrying out mass raids and inflicting 
damages to Pakistani shipping vessels in the 
run up to the 1971 war. 

 

ADB to invest USD 50 million in Avaada 
Energy for expansion of solar projects in 
India 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) will invest $50 
million in Indian renewable energy independent 
power producer Avaada Energy Private Limited, to 
expand its solar energy generation capacity in India. 
Avaada is a developer of utility-scale, rooftop, and 
off-grid solar projects. 
According to the ADB, this investment will contribute 
to the Indian government’s goal to increase the 
share of renewable energy generation capacity from 
about 20% in 2018 to 40% by 2030. 
It will also help to reduce India's emission intensity 
of its gross domestic product by 33-35 per cent by 
2030. 
The company has secured power purchase 
agreements of about 1,700 megawatts. 
About Asian Development Bank (ADB): 
♦ Founded: 19 December 1966 
♦ Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines 
♦ President: TakehikoNakao 
♦ Membership: 67 countries 
♦ Purpose: To promote social and economic 
development in Asia 
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India ranked 140th in the happiest country in the world 2019 list 

Finland has been ranked as the happiest country in the world 2019 for the second year in succession. The report was released 
by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network for the United Nations on March 20. 
India secured 140th place, seven spots down from last year, on UN World Happiness Report- 2019. Indians are not as happy 
in 2019 as they were in 2018 and the country figures at 140th place, seven spots down from last year, on UN World Happiness 
Report- 2019. 
The UN’s seventh annual World Happiness Report, which ranks the world’s 156 countries on “how happy their citizens 
perceive themselves to be”, also noted that there has been an increase in negative emotions, including worry, sadness, and 
anger. 
Pakistan is ranked 67th, Bangladesh 125th and China is placed at 93rd position, according to the report. People in war-
torn South Sudan are the most unhappy, ranked 156th, with their lives. 

India Post released stamp 
cover on Ice Stupa in Leh 
India Post released aspecial stamp cover on Ice 
Stupa in Leh at an event in the presence of 
Himalayan Institute of Alternatives Ladakh 
founder SonamWangchuk who spearheaded the 
Ice Stupa initiative.  
 

Ice Stupas refer to artificial glaciers. The water from these artificial glaciers melt in the springtime, just when 
the fields need Leh lies in the cold desert region and most villages in the region face acute water shortage in the 
streams whereas in June there is an excess of water and even flash flooding due to the fast melting of the snow 
and glaciers in the mountains.  
Ice Stupas are aimed at reducing water crisis in the region and also to convey a message to the world that how 
the Mountain people are forced to do such innovative ideas to solve the water crises, Ice Stupas also sends a 
message to all the people who live in big cities to not use resources in such a way that it creates problem for 
mountain people. 
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Adani becomes first 
India port operator to 
record 200 million 
tonnes cargo 
movement in 2018-19 

Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone (APSEZ) has 
claimed that its portfolio of 
nine ports and terminals 
handled 200 million metric 
tonnes (MMT) of cargo in 
2018-19, becoming the first 
Indian port operator to 
achieve the milestone. 
The GautamAdani-led 
company doubled its cargo 
handling from 100 MMT 
reached in 2013-14. 
 
About APSEZ: 
♦  APSEZ- Adani Ports  
 and Special Economic Zone 
♦  It is a part of Adani Group, and is  
 the largest port developer and  
 operator in India. 
♦  APSEZ's Mundra Port in Gujarat is  
 India's largest private port. 
♦  Founder: GautamAdani 
♦  Founded: 1998 
♦  CEO: Karan Adani 
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Nobel Prize recipient 
Amartya Sen awarded 
with Oxford University's 
Bodley award 
The 85-year-old winner of the Nobel 
Memorial Prize in Economic 
Sciences, was awarded with the 
prestigious Bodley Medal, the 
highest honour granted by the 
University of Oxford's world-famous 
Bodleian Libraries, for his 
contribution in literature, culture, 
science and communication. 
 

 

International Day of Happiness is celebrated on 20th March 

International Day of Happiness is celebrated every year on March 20. The theme for IDH 2019 is ‘Happier 
Together’. This year the focus will be on what we have in common, rather than what divides us. It is 
celebrated by all 193 UN Member States. 
 
Since 2013, the United Nations has celebrated the International Day of Happiness as a way torecognize 
the importance of happiness in the lives of people around the world. It was conceptualized and founded 
by philanthropist, activist, statesman, and prominent United Nations special advisor Jayme Illien to 
inspire, mobilize, and advance the global happiness movement. 
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Q : 1 Which major world power quit the UNHRC ? 
(A) Russia 

(B) China 

(C) France 

(D) USA 

Q : 2 Which film was adjudged the ‘Best Film’ in the 19th IIFA awards-2018 ? 

(A) Secret Super Star 

(B) Tumhari Sulu 

(C) Mom 

(D) Hindi Medium 

Q : 3 Who has been crowned Femina Miss India World 2018 ? 
(A) Meenakshi Chaudhary 

(B) Shreya Rao Kamavarapu 

(C) Anukreethy Vas 

(D) Manushi Chhillar 

Q : 4 Which of the following city going to host Asian Games 2022? 
(A) New Delhi 

(B) Hangzhou 

(C) Kuala Lumpur 

(D) Tokyo 
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Q : 5 Which of the following company become USD 1 trillion company after 
Apple Inc? 
(A) Alphabet 

(B) Amazon 

(C) Oracle 

(D) IBM 

Q : 6 Who is the present CEO of the Microsoft Corporation, an international 
American Organization ? 
(A) Mr. Satya Nadela 

(B) other than those given as options 

(C) Mr. Vishal Sikka 

(D) Ms. Indira Nooyi 

Q.7 Indonesia's first mass rapid transit (MRT) system to ease the traffic 
congestion was inaugurated in __________. 
(A) Semarang 

(B) Bandung 

(C) Jakarta 

(D) Medan 

Q.8  Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has appointed 5-member committee to 
Deepen Digital Payments. The head of the committee is; 
(A) Vishal Sikka 

(B) Nandan Nilekani 

(C) Kris Gopalakrishnan 

(D) Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw 
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Q.9 Indian Navy's NBC TV was inaugurated at __________. 
(A) INS Utkrosh 

(B) INS Garuda 

(C) INS Shivaji 

(D) INS Hansa 

Q.10 How many American astronauts have successfully replaced aging 
batteries on ISS? 
(A) 5 

(B) 3 

(C) 4 

(D) 2 

Q.11 Which of the following Bank has raised Rs.1,251.30 crore by issuing Basel 
III-compliant bonds? 
(A) IDBI 

(B) Axis 

(C) SBI 

(D) HDFC 

Q.12 Who among the following topped the 100 Most Influential People in 
Climate Policy list? 
(A) Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

(B) Anthony Nyong 

(C) Vandana Shiva 

(D) Jyoti Kirit Parikh 
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Q.13 Which country introduced the world's 1st wireless e-cab charging 
stations? 
(A) Italy 

(B) Canada 

(C) Sweden 

(D) Norway 

Q.14 Nobel Laureate Amartya sen gets the prestigious Bodley Madal, which is the 
highest honor conferred by the----------. 

(a) A. cambridge University 

(b)  B. Stanford University 

(c) c. Harvard University 

(d) D. Oxford University 

Q.15. The upper house of indian Parliament it known as- 

(a) The Rajya sabha 

(b) The Lok sabha 

(c) The Vidhan sabha 

(d) The vidhan parishad 

Q.16. Ordinance be passed when ________. 

(a) Parliament is not in session  

(b) Parliament is in session 

(c) President/PM seat is vacant 

(d) Anytime for emergency 
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Q.17 When the international Day of Happiness is celebrated every year? 

(a) 20 march (b) 21 march 

(c) 22 march (d) 23 march 

Q.18 Which country has retained its position as the leading individual country for 
international patent applications filed in 2018 ? 

(a) India  (b) United states 

(c) Japan  (d) France 

Q.19 India's Poverty Rate has shown a drastic decrease in 10 years from 55%  
to_____. 

(a) 29%  (b) 26% 

(c) 26%   (b) 28% 

Q.20. The 3rd edition of AUSINDEX, joint Exercise between India and Australia 
will be held at______. 

(a) Kochi  (b) Port Blair 

(c) Chennai  (d) Vishakhapatnam 

Q.21. President kovind was honoured with ________'s highest civillian award ' The 
Grand Order of the King of Tomislav'. 

(a) Bolivia  (b) Croatia 

(c) Chile  (d) Sebia 
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Q.22 Which railway station received Gold Rating for being Clean & Eco-Friendly ? 

(a) Chhatrapati shivaji Terminus 

(b) Allahabad junction 

(c) Vijayawada junction     

 (d) Howrah junction 


