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All you need know 
about Modi Sarkar 

2.0 

The Union Cabinet 
for the 17th Lok 
Sabha includes 24 
cabinet ministers, 9 
ministers of state 
with independent 
charge and 24 
ministers of state. 
Here's a complete 
list of Union 
ministers and all 
you need to know 
about them. 

UP gets maximum berths in Modi 2.0 cabinet, 
followed by Maharashtra, Bihar 

The new council of ministers has representation from almost all 
the states, except Andhra Pradesh and the North-eastern states of 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Sikkim and Tripura. 
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BJP crosses majority mark in  
Lok Sabha Polls for 2nd straight time 

The BJP has crossed the majority mark on its own in 
Lok Sabha elections for the second straight time. BJP, 
which won 282 seats on its own in 2014 general 
elections, has won 274 seats so far  and is heading 
towards the 300-seat mark, as per the letest data by 
election commission. Congress has won 47 seats so far. 

BJP candidate and Union Minister VK Singh has won 
the Ghaziabad Lok Sabha seat by over 5 lakh votes 
against Samajwadi Party's Suresh Bansal. The former 
Army chief had won the constituency by a record 5.67 
lakh votes in 2014. Singh had said that with the "help of 
citizens and media, Ghaziabad can be a number one city 
in cleanliness". 

BJP has won 28/29 seats in Madhya Pradesh, 25/25 in 
Rajasthan and 9/11 seats in Chhattisgarh in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha election after losing the three states in the 2018 
Assembly elections. BJP has ruled MP and Chhattisgarh 
for 15 straight years before the 2018 loss while 
Rajasthan has seen alternating BJP and Congress 
Governments for the last two decades. 

 

After Preagya Thakur, 
Another BJP Lawmaker 

Praises Godse As 
"Nationalist" 

A BJP lawmaker from Indore 
today revived the controversy 
over her party colleagues 
glorifying Mahatma Gandhi;s 
assassin Nathuram Godse 
when she called him a 
"Nationalist", just weeks after 
Pragya Singh Thakur, then- 
BJP candidate from Bhopal, 
had sparked outrage over 
similar remarks. 
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•Over 4 lakh people have been 
evacuated along Bangladesh's 
coastline and taken to cyclone shelters 
as Cyclone Fani is expected to make 
landfall in the country on Friday 
midnight. The cyclone is likely to hit 
Khulna and the southwest coastal area 
of the country. Bangladesh has 
ordered the evacuation of a total 21 
lakh people. 

4 lakh people evacuated 
as Cyclone Fani 

approaches Bangladesh 

   

Cyclone 
Fani 

 will weaken 
by the time it 

its Kolkata: 
IMD 

 
India Meteorogical Department Kolkata's deputy director 
Sanjib Bandyopadhyay on Friday said, "cyclone Fani has lost some severity and 
turned into a very severe cyclonic storm. By the time it.....hits Kolkata, it will 
become a severe cyclonic storm." Three people died due to the cyclone in 
Odisha. It's said to be the wrost storm since the super cyclone in 1999. 
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Rahul Gandhi gets 

election body notice 

over "Anti-Tribal 

Law" claim 

The election commission has 

issued a notice to congress 

president Rahul Gandhi for 

allegedly claiming at a Madhya 

Pradesh rally that Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi has 

come up with a new law that 

allows tribal to be shot. 
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After UN Security council designated Masood Azhar as a global terrorist the 
spokesperson for UN secretary General Antonio Guterres on Wednesday expressed 
hope that all member states abide by the decisions of the Sanctions committee that has 
subjected the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed chief to an arms embargo, asset 
freeze and travel ban. 

 

           "Big part of  

Fight Against Terror":  UN 

chief on Blacklisting  

Masood Azhar 
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SpaceX launched a rocket carrying the first 60 

satellites of its ‘star link’ constellation, from Cape 

Canaveral, Florida in US. The SpaceX’s new 

array of Star link communication satellites is 
intended to provide Internet from space. 

 

 

  

SpaceX launches 
First 60 satellites of 

its ‘Star link’ 
Constellation 

 

 

 

Key 
Highlights 
 

Launch Vehicle: The launch was conducted by SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rockets which began to release 
the satellites at an altitude of 280 miles (450 kilometers). 

Orbit Position: The satellites later separated and used their thrusters to take up their 
positions in a relatively low orbit of 340 miles (550 kilometers). 

The satellite orbit is slightly higher than International Space Station (ISS), but below the 
majority of terrestrial satellites placed. The highest of terrestrial satellites sit in a 
geostationary orbit of 22,400 miles (36,000 kilometers). 

Satellite Features: Each of satellites weighs only 500 pounds (227 kilograms). They were 
built in-house in Redmond, near Seattle in US. Their weight makes them the heaviest 
payload carried aloft by SpaceX to date. 

Starlink’s constellation: will become operational once over 800 satellites will be activated, 
which will require at least 12 launches carrying similar payloads. The 60 launched satellites 
are among the first of a planned 12,000-satellite megaconstellation with aim to provide 
high-speed internet service from space to customers around the globe. 

Significance: This launch made SpaceX an early forerunner, along with its rival OneWeb, 
a startup, but way ahead of Amazon’s Project Kuiper, the brainchild of Jeff Bezos. 
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Indian Army officer 
appointed Commander of 

UNMISS 
Indian Army’s Lieutenant General Shailesh 
Tinaikar was as appointed the new force 
commander of UN Mission in South Sudan 
(UNMISS) by UN Secretary General, 
Antonio Guterres. 

 

About Lieutenant General Shailesh Tinaikar 

 He is a decorated Indian Army officer who has had over 34 years of long distinguished career with 
Indian Armed Forces. 

 Defence Service: In 1983, he graduated from Indian Military Academy (IMA). From year 1996 to 
1997, he served in United Nations Angola Verification Mission III (UNAVM-III) and from 2008 to 
2009, in United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMISS). 

 In between 2012 and 2017 he also commanded a division, a recruit training centre and a brigade. 
Later from 2017 to 2018 served as the Additional Director General of Military Operations 
(ADGMO) at Army Headquarters. Since 2018 he was serving as Commandant of the Infantry 
School. 

 He holds a Master of Philosophy (M.Phil) in Defence and Strategic Studies from The University of 
Madras. 

 Awards: He has won the Sena Medal and the Vishisht Seva Medal for his service to Indian Army. 
 UNMISS Appointment: The 57-year-old Lieutenant General Tinaikar succeeded Lieutenant 

General Frank Kamanzi of Rwanda who completed his assignment on 26 May 2019. He will 
command over 16,000 peacekeepers with about 2,400 from India, in South Sudan in UNMISS. 
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In Sudirman Cup 
Badminton title 2019 China 
beats Japan in men’s 
doubles, women’s singles 
and men’s singles. 
The 2019 edition was 
hosted by China and it 
swept the finals with 3-0 
victory against Japan. With 
this win China 11th 
Sudirman Cup title. China’s 
Shi Yuqi whitewashed the 
world champion Kento 
Momota of Japan in the 
finale held in Nanjing City 
of China. The 23-year-old 
Shi holds world second-
rank and the 24-year-old 
Momota is ranked world 
number one. Japan has 
never won badminton 
world mixed-team 
championship and after 
this defeat their search 
still goes on. China has for 
long-time been pre-
eminent power in 
badminton and with this 
win in 2019 China 
reclaimed the trophy they 
lost to South Korea in 2017. 
It was established in 1989 
and is biennial 
international badminton 
championship. The 
tournament is contested by 
mixed national teams of 
member associations of 
Badminton World 
Federation (BWF). The year 
2019 was 16th edition of the 
Sudirman Cup Title. It was 
held between 19 and 26 
May 2019 in Nanning, China. 
 

Sudirman Cup 2019: China beats 
Japan 

IAF’s AN-32 Aircraft Certified to Operate 
on Indigenous Bio-Jet Fuel 
 

The Indian Air Force’s (IAF’s) AN-32 aircraft was formally fleet certified to fly 
on blended aviation fuel which contain up to 10% of indigenous bio-jet fuel. 

The Russian made AN-32 aircraft is IAF’s formidable workhorse. It received the 
approval certificate for flying on blended aviation fuel at the aero-engine test 
facilities at Chandigarh. 

 The indigenous bio-jet fuel was first produced in 2013 by the Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Research-Indian Institute of Petroleum 
(CSIR-IIP) lab at Dehradun, but due to lack of test facilities in the civil 
aviation sector it could not be tested or certified for commercial use on 
aircraft. 

 Later in July, 2018, Chief of Air Staff (COAS) Air Chief Marshal B.S. 
Dhanoa formally announced Indian Air Force’s (IAF’s) intention of 
permitting use of all its resources for testing and certifying the 
indigenous fuel. Since then, The IAF’s engineers and flight test crew 
have undertaken a series of tests for evaluating the performance of this 
indigenous fuel against international standards. 
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released a draft circular titled 
‘Liquidity Risk Management Framework for NBFCs and Core 
Investment Companies (CICs). RBI after analyzing recent 
developments in NBFC sector proposed a set of guidelines for large 
Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) to help them deal with 
severe liquidity problems and to prevent re-occurrence of IL&FS 
type of debt crisis. The RBI has invited stakeholder comments on 
draft by June 14. 

Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR) regime: In a phased manner, an 
LCR regime would be introduced in all deposit-taking NBFCs and 
non-deposit taking shadow banks with an asset size of Rs.5,000 
crore and above. The shadow banks are non-bank financial 
intermediaries that provide services similar to traditional 
commercial banks but are not subject to regulatory oversight. 

Implementation: To ensure a smooth transition from current to the 
LCR regime RBI proposed that implementation will be done in a 
calibrated manner by a glide path over a period of 4 years starting 
from April 2020 and till April 2024. 

No-frills airline Spice Jet became fourth Indian airline to have a 100 
aircraft in its fleet after a recent induction of a Boeing 737 which 
became its 100th plane. The other three domestic airline with 100 
Aircraft fleet are national carrier Air India, now grounded Jet Airways 
and Indigo. 

It is a Gurugram-based budget carrier (No-frills airline). It has an 
aircraft fleet of 30 Bombardier Q-400s, 68 Boeing 737s and two B737 
freighters. At present Spice Jet on an average operates 575 daily flights 
to around 62 destinations 53 domestic and 9 international. It last one 
month alone the airline has added some 23 planes. Spice Jet is a key 
player in Union government’s regional connectivity scheme called 
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik) as it operates 42 flights per day to 
and from various regional destinations. In 2015, Spice Jet placed an 
order for 205 aircraft with Boeing (US) worth $22 billion which was 
followed by order for 50 Bombardier Q400 planes worth $1.7 billion. 

Other Indian Domestic 
Carriers 

Eight main domestic carriers in India 
together have 595 planes in their fleet 
at the moment. They are- 

1. Air India has 128 planes in their fleet 

2. IndiGo has 230 

3. SpiceJet has 100 

4. GoAir has 49 planes 

5. Air India Express has 25 planes 

6. Vistara has 22 planes 

7. AirAsia India has 21 

  

Spice Jet: 4th Indian Airline to have 100 aircraft fleet 

RBI proposes Guidelines for Large NBFC 
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NASA unveils schedule 
for ‘Artemis’ 2024 

Mission 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) of 
United States (US) has unveiled the 
calendar for its forthcoming 
“Artemis” program. 

Artemis Program: The mission will 
return astronauts to Moon for first 
time in past 50 years, including 
eight scheduled launches and a 
mini-station in lunar orbit by 2024. 
The schedule for Artemis Programme is as follows: 
Artemis 1: It is planned for 2020. It will be an unscrewed flight test mission around Moon. It will demonstrate NASA’s 
capability of sending crew spaceship to lunar orbit ahead of its return to surface of Moon. 
After Artemis 1, NASA is also targeting 2020 for launch of its powerful Space Launch System (SLS, rocket that will do the 
job) and Orion spacecraft (which will carry astronauts) together for the first time from a modernized Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida, US. The SLS will also deploy a number of CubeSats to perform experiments and technology demonstrations 

The Indian Army’s Eastern Command Unit successfully test-fired a BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from Car Nicobar 
Islands on 22 May 2019. 

On same day of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile test firing, Indian Air Force (IAF) had also successfully tested aerial 
launched version of the BrahMos missile from a Sukhoi-30 combat aircraft. The test firing of BrahMos Supersonic Cruise 
Missile involved coordination between large number of agencies for successful and smooth conduct of firing. It was a cohesive 
effort of all three defence services India namely, Indian Army, Indian Navy and Indian Air Force (IAF). Thus the launch of 
BrahMos missile demonstrated high standards of Inter Service Synergy. 

The combat missile was test fired on a specially designed target chosen at a range of 270 Kms. This precision hitting of target 
validated deep penetration capability of supersonic cruise missile and accurate engagement of targets in depth. With its 
impeccable multi role and multi-platform launch capabilities, BrahMos missile has now established itself as a major ‘Force 
Multiplier‘ in modern day battlefield thus furthering confidence amongst our troops 

   

BrahMos Cruise Missile: successfully test-fired by IAF 
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Inertial Guided Weapons 

o It is a type of Precision guided munitions (smart bomb) which is intended to precisely hit a specific desired 

target so as to minimize collateral damage and increase fatality against intended targets. 
o It is basically an air-dropped guided bomb which contains metal penetrator rods of various sizes. It was 

designed to attack targets where an explosive effect may be undesirable and my result in unwanted 
casualties, like fuel storage tanks or chemical weapon stockpiles in civilian areas. 

Every year 25 May is observed as World Thyroid Day globally. The year 2019 marked commemoration 
of 11 years of Global Thyroid Awareness. 

World Thyroid Day was established in 2008. It was formed as part of a campaign led by the American 
Thyroid Association and European Thyroid Association to emphasize prevalence of thyroid diseases 
globally, to increase awareness of new treatment modalities and to focus on urgent need for education 
and prevention programs to promote awareness and understanding about thyroid health and the 
advancements made in treating thyroid diseases. 

The Defence Research and Defence Organisation 
(DRDO), under Ministry of Defence has 

successfully flight tested a 500 kg class Inertial 
Guided Bomb from Su-30 MKI Aircraft from 
Pokhran test range in Rajasthan. 

The test firing of guided bomb is conducted just 

two days after Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully 
test fired aerial version of supersonic BrahMos 
cruise missile from a Sukhoi jet at Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands. The weapon system is capable 
of carrying different warheads. The guided 

bomb achieved desired range and hit the target 
with high precision thus meeting all the mission 
objectives. 

   

25 May: World Thyroid Day observed 

Inertial Guided Bomb: successfully 
Flight-Tested by DRDO 
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WHO: Algeria and Argentina declared Malaria-Free 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared Algeria and Argentina as ‘Malaria-Free’ 
countries after no cases of indigenous transmission of disease were recorded. 

The Malaria parasite was first discovered in humans in Algeria by a French physician named Charles 
Louis Alphonse Laveran in 1880. By 1960s, Malaria became Nigeria’s primary health challenge, with 
reporting almost 80,000 cases each year. The country then started it steps towards responding to 
disease. On the other hand, Argentina began is elimination efforts in 1970s. The indigenous 
transmission of disease was last reported from Algeria in 2013, while last case of Argentina was 
recorded in 2010. Algeria became second country in Africa to be declared malaria-free, after 

Mauritius, which was certified in 1973. 

According to a United Nations’ report 
titled World Economic Situation and 
Prospects (WESP) Report 2019 Mid-
year Update, India’s economy is 
projected to grow at 7.1 % in fiscal 
year 2020 which will be backed by 
strong domestic consumption and 
investment. 

Global Growth: For both developed 
and developing countries, 2019 
growth projections have been 
downgraded. The growth outlook for 
many developing economies was also 
weakened. After an expansion of 3% 
in 2018, world gross product growth is 
now projected to settle to 2.7 % in 
2019 and 2.9 % in 2020. 

India’s Growth: Despite a downward 
revision growth in Indian economy 
remains strong amid robust domestic 
demand. India is projected to grow at 
7% in fiscal year 2019 and 7.1% in fiscal 
year 2020. 

Risk Projections: As per WESP report, 
certain risks that could trigger a 
prolonged slowdown in the world 
economy’s growth include an 
escalation in trade disputes, a sudden 
deterioration in financial conditions, 
and accelerating effects of climate 
change. 

 

  

UN Report: India to grow at 7.1% in 2020 
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UNGA resolution demands 
UK withdrawal from 
Chagos Archipelago 

 
The United Nation General Assembly (UNGA) 
passed a non-binding resolution asking United 
Kingdom (UK) to return Chagos Archipelago in 
Indian Ocean to Mauritius. 

On February 2019 International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) issued an advisory opinion on the legal 
consequences of separation of Chagos 
Archipelago from Mauritius in 1965 when latter 
was a British colony. It also ruled the UK’s 
decolonisation of the Indian Ocean islands was 
unlawful. This advisory opinion was endorsed by 
UNGA. The UNGA condemned the Britain’s 
occupation of Mauritius’s remote Chagos Islands 
in Indian Ocean and passed a resolution 
demanding Britain to withdraw its 
administration of the Chagos Islands. The 193-
member world body passed resolution with 116-6 
in favour (with 56 abstentions). The vote 
supported a motion which set a six-month 
deadline for Britain to withdraw from Chagos 
island chain and for islands to be reunified with 
neighbouring Mauritius. 

ADB to finance Railways Track 
Electrification Project in India 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed an 
agreement to electrify railway tracks in India under 
Railways Track Electrification Project. As per agreement 
ADB will provide $750 million (equivalent in Indian Rupee) 
long-term financing to Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation (IRFC). 

It is the largest single non-sovereign loan ever committed 
by ADB to a member country. The proceeds of loan 
amount will be utilized by Indian Railway Finance 
Corporation (IRFC) to fund Railways Track Electrification 
Project. 

About Project: It was launched as part of Railways broad 
modernization program which will help India’s railway 
sector to shift from dependence on fossil fuels towards 
electric power. The electrification assets will be leased to 
Indian Railways (country’s national railway system) under 
a long-term lease agreement. 
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Shaheen-II: successfully test-fired by 

Pakistan 

Pakistan has successfully test-fired a land-
based ballistic missile named ‘Shaheen-II’. The 
impact point of missile was in the Arabian Sea. 

On 9 March 2004 Pakistan successfully test 
fires a medium-range nuclear-capable ballistic 
missile Shaheen-II from an undisclosed 
location. Now on 21 May 2019 Pakistan test-
fired intermediate-range nuclear-capable 
ballistic missile which could 2,000 km (1,250 
miles). The test was conducted to ensure 
operational readiness of Pakistan Army’s 
Strategic Forces Command. Shaheen-II is a 
highly capable missile as it fully meets 
Pakistan’s strategic needs towards 
maintenance of desired deterrence and 
stability in region. 

Charter of Affiliation: signed 
between Assam Rifles and ICG 

The Director Generals of Assam Rifles and 
Indian Coast Guard signed a ‘Affiliation 
Charter’ between 3rd (Naga Hills) Battalion of 
Assam Rifles and Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship 
‘Shaurya’ at a ceremony held at Laitkor, 
Shillong. It aims to enhance inter-armed forces 
cooperation between two and utilise each 
other’s assets for training and sports. 

To promote bilateral cooperation between the ICG and Assam Rifles in field of exchange of information and 
personnel and to build-up camaraderie for training in sports, adventure and sustainable development. This 
affiliation charted will facilitate the ‘Sentinels of the North East’ (Assam Rifles) to interact with ‘Sentinels of 
the Seas’ (Indian Coast Guard) on professional as well as social platforms and share their rich experiences 
and best practices. 

The two Armed Forces will benefit from motivating one another towards common goals. Assam Rifles 
personnel will be able to understand oddity of Maritime Service (ICG) and role played by them in guarding 
and intercepting anti-national forces and non-state actors who are detrimental to maritime and coastal 
security. Similarly, ICG personnel will be able to understand the operational ethos of Assam Rifles while 
working along the Indo-Myanmar border. 
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22 May: International Day for 
Biological Diversity observed 

The International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) was observed 
on 22 May 2019. The day is celebrated every year to increase 
understanding and awareness about biodiversity issues. 

The International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) was first 
created by Second Committee of the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) in late 1993. It designated 29 December, the 
date when Convention of Biological Diversity entered into force 
as The International Day for Biological Diversity. Then in 20 
December 2000, UNGA adopted its resolution 55/201 and 
proclaimed 22 May as IDB, to commemorate adoption of text of 
the Convention by Nairobi Final Act of ‘Conference for Adoption 
of Agreed Text of Convention on Biological Diversity’ on 22 May 
1992. 

UN Dag Hammarskjöld Medal: 
awarded to Late Jitender Kumar 

Indian peacekeeper, Late Jitender Kumar, an 
Indian Police Officer, is among the 119 military, 
police and civilian personnel who will be 
honoured with this year’s prestigious UN medal 
called Dag Hammarskjöld Medal for courage 
and sacrifice in line of duty. 
It is a posthumous award which is given to 
members of United Nations (UN) peacekeeping 
operations who have lost their life while 
serving in peacekeeping operations. It was 
established in 22 July 1997 by UN Security 
Council (UNSC) resolution 1121, adopted on 
occasion of 50th anniversary of peacekeeping. 
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In a recent judgement the Delhi High court (HC) 
ruled that United Nations Organization (UNO) is not 
‘State’ in terms of Article 12 of the Indian 
Constitution and thus it is not amenable to its 
jurisdiction under Article 226. 
The Delhi HC judgment adjudicated the petition filed 
concerning immunity enjoyed by UNO under United 
Nations (Privileges and Immunities) Act, 1947. The 
plea in case is filed by a former UNO employee who 
was found guilty of misconduct following the 
findings of Procurement Task Force. He was then 
convicted by a US Federal Court and sentenced to 8 
years of imprisonment and 2 years of mandatory 
probation, was later released and deported to India 
in May 2014. The petition filed by him claims that 
due process was not followed in his case. 

‘Not all animals migrate by choice’ 
campaign launched 

Ahead of International Day of Biological Diversity (celebrated on 22 
May), an awareness campaign was launched by the name of ‘Not all 
animals migrate by choice’ to be displayed at major airports across 
India. 
Objective: 
• To raise awareness on illegal wildlife trade 
• To garner public support for conservation and protection of 

wildlife, prevention from smuggling and for reduction in demand of 
wildlife products. 

• It also complements worldwide action taken on illegal trade in wildlife via UN Environment’s global campaign called Wild for 
Life. Launched By: United Nation (UN) Environment India and Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) of India. Both WCCB and 
UN Environment started a comprehensive approach with focus on awareness building towards issue of prevention of illegal 
trade, smuggling of wildlife (and wildlife products) through exit points. Campaign was inaugurated by Dia Mirza, the UN 
Environment Goodwill Ambassador (and also UN Secretary-General’s SDG Advocate), in presence of officials from Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Wildlife Crime Control Bureau of India (WCCB), UN Environment, UN 
agencies and GMR Group. 

 Delhi HC: United Nation not 
State under Article 12 

• For SIMBEX 2019, the Indian Navy has deployed its finest 
assets Kolkata Class Destroyers (INS Kolkata and INS Shakti). 

• Objective: to extend bridges of friendship through 
maritime, economic, and cultural interactions with 
countries of east and south-east Asia (SEA). 

• It will be conducted in Two Phases: 
1. Harbour Phase– will be conducted from 16 to 18 May. It 

included various planning conferences, deck reception, 
courtesy calls to dignitaries of RS Navy, simulator based 
warfare training (war-gaming) and sporting events all 
onboard INS Kolkata. 

2. Sea Phase– is scheduled from 19 to 22 may 19. It will be 
conducted in the South China Sea (SCS). It will include 
various maritime combat exercises like advanced aerial 
tracking, firing on aerial or surface targets, tactical exercises 
on surface or air scenarios and coordinated targeting 
exercises. 

 SIMBEX-2019: scheduled 
from 16 May to 22 May 2019 
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 Bulletin: US approves Missile 
Sales to South Korea, Japan 

 

ISRO announces Seven Mega Missions 

The Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), recently announced its planned 
seven mega missions, including 
Chandrayaan-2 (India’s second lunar 
exploration mission) which will be 
conducted over a period of next 10 years. 
The ISRO has also prepared a roadmap for 
next 30 years. Out of seven missions 
Chandrayaan-2, will be flight ready by 
May 2019 and its spacecraft will be 
launched in July 2019. The rest six are 
classified as: 

1. Defined Missions – which include 
XPoSat (to study cosmic radiation in 
2020) and Aditya-L1(to the Sun in 
2021). 

2. Undefined Missions – which include 
missions which are still in planning 
stage namely Mangalyaan-2 (or Mars 
Orbiter Mission-2 in 2022), Lunar 
Polar Exploration (or Chandrayaan-3 
in 2024), Venus mission (in 2023), 
Exoworlds (exploration outside the 
solar system in 2028). 

The United State recently approved Anti-Ballistic Missile sales 
to South Korea and Japan. The sale is worth more than $600 
million and comes in backdrop of mounting tensions with 
North Korea. To support national security and foreign policy 
objectives of United States (US) by assisting its key allies. This 
will not alter basic military balance in region and will give 
them capability to defend itself against a growing nuclear and 
missile threat from North Korea. 
Recently in May second week the North Korea reportedly 
tested two short-range missiles which is its second launch in 
less than a week. Earlier in April also North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un supervised test-firing of a new type of “tactical 
guided weapon“. These tests come amid halted negotiations 
between the United States and North Korea, which US 
President Donald Trump promised would put an end to 
North’s missile tests. 
The US’s State Department approved sale of- 
1. 92 ‘Standard Missile-2’ (SM-2), which is world’s premier 

fleet-area air defense weapon and used by ships against 
air threats along with 12 missile guidance systems for a 
total cost of $313.9 million. 

2. 160 anti-air AMRAAM (Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-
Air Missile) missiles and related guidance equipment to 
Japan for $317 million. 
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Indian Navy successfully conducted test firing of Medium Range 
Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM) on the Western Seaboard. 

The Indian Navy undertook its maiden cooperative engagement firing 
of Medium Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM) and has achieved a 
significant milestone in enhancing its Anti Air Warfare Capability. 
These Surface to Air Missiles are for now fitted onboard Kolkata Class 
Destroyers (comprised of INS Kolkata, INS Kochi and INS Chennai) and 
in future would be fitted on all major warships of the Indian Navy. 
The firing trial was carried out jointly by the Indian Navy, Israel 
Aerospace Industries and Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO).  The firing was undertaken on Western 
Seaboard by Indian Naval Ships (INS) Kochi and INS Chennai in which 
the missiles of both ships were controlled by one ship to obstruct 
different aerial targets at extended ranges. By proving this 
cooperative mode of engagement and successful conduct of test, 
Indian Navy has now become a part of a select group of Navies that 
have this niche capability. This capability further enhances combat 
effectiveness of Indian Navy thus providing an operational edge over 
potential adversaries. 

Bulletin: National Training Workshop 
for 7th Economic Census organized 

A comprehensive training strategy called National Training 
Workshop of Master Trainers to impart training to trainers 
engaged in upcoming 7th Economic Census was held at 
Indian Habitat Center in the New Delhi. It was organized by 
Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation 
(MoSPI). 

The Union Government has issued a drought advisory 
to six southern and western states and has asked 
them to use water judiciously. This was issued amid 
rising concern of water storage in dams of states 
which dropped to a critical level. 

The ‘Water’ subject falls under the state list 
mentioned in Indian Constitution and recent drought 
advisory recommends states to use water for drinking 
purpose only till dams are replenished.  The drought 
advisory is issued to states when water level in 
reservoirs is about 20% less than the average of live 
water storage figures of past 10 years. Central Water 
Commission (CWC) which functions as an attached 
office of Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government 
of India, monitors total water storage available in 91 
major reservoirs across country. According to recent 
figures released by CWC, total water storage available 
is only 22 % (it was 24% in May 2019) of total storage 
capacity (which is 161.993 BCM) of these reservoirs. 

MRSAM: successfully tested 
by Indian Navy 

Centre issued Drought Advisory 
to Six States 
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US President unveils Merit-Based 
Immigration System 

The United States President Donald Trump has proposed 
rolling out of a new immigration plan named ‘merit-based 
immigration system’. The announcement was made in his 
recent immigration policy address speech in Rose Garden 
at White House. 

The new ‘merit and point based immigration policy’ 
recently proposed by US President Trump will replace the 
existing green cards (given by US) with ‘Build America’ 
visa. As per President Trump under the proposed system 
of merit-based immigration, the permanent legal 
residency would be given based on the individual’s points 
for their age, civic sense, job opportunities and 
knowledge. Besides this all immigrants applying will be 
required to pass a civics exam prior to admission and 
learn English. 

17 May: World Telecommunication and 
Information Society Day observed 

On 17 May, World Telecommunication and Information 
Society Day (WTISD) was celebrated throughout the world. 
The year 2019 marks the 50th anniversary of WTISD. 

The World Telecommunication and Information Society 
Day was first observed on 17 May since 1969. The day 
marks the establishment of International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) and also the signing of the 
first International Telegraph Convention in 1865 in Paris. 
Since 1969 it is being celebrated every year. It seeks to 
help raise awareness about possibilities which can be 
brought to societies and economies with the use of 
Internet and other information and communication 
technologies (ICT). It also promotes awareness about using 
ICT to explore ways to bridge digital divide. 

UN Sasakawa Award 2019: Awarded 
to Pramod Kumar Mishra 

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) 
conferred ‘Sasakawa Award 2019’ for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 
to Pramod Kumar Mishra, Additional Principal Secretary to Prime 
Minister of India. 

The Sasakawa Awardee was announced at recent Award Ceremony 
during 6th Session of Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(GPDRR) 2019 held at Geneva, Switzerland. Pramod Kumar Mishra 
was awarded in recognition of his dedication to improve resilience of 
communities most exposed to disasters and for his personal 
commitment to social inclusion, which as per him acts as a critical 
principle to reduce inequality and enhances safety net of socially and 
economically marginalized section of society. 

About Sasakawa Award 
• It is the most prestigious international 

award in Disaster Risk Management 
(DRM) area. 

• It is jointly organized by United Nations 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) 
and the Nippon Foundation. 
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NMCG has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with INTACH and HCL Foundation to take up a project of 
‘Plantation of 10000 Rudraksh Trees in Uttarakhand’. This is 
part of their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative 
under ‘Namami Gange’ Programme. 

About Rudraksh Tree 
• Scientific Name: Elaeocarpus ganitrus 

• The term is derived from words Rudra which is one of hindu 
Lord Shiva’s vedic names and Akṣa means ‘teardrops’. Thus, 
Rudraksh actually means Lord Shiva’s teardrops. 

• It is a large evergreen tree, with a height of 60-80 feet and 
has broad-leaves. It is the seeds of the tree which are 
known as Rudraksh. 

• Its seed is traditionally used for prayer beads in Hinduism 
and Buddhism and primarily used in India and Nepal. 

John Bailey, President of Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences which 
is popularly known as Oscar Academy, e-launched the Hindi translation of 
Academy Publication “Digital Dilemma”, in Delhi. The Oscar Academy 
works towards goal of advancing  arts and sciences of motion pictures. 

Oscar Academy President John Bailey launched Hindi version of ‘Digital 
Dilemma’ by National Film Archive of India (NFAI). The Academy’s Science 
and Technology Council in its landmark report, examined ways in which key 
players in movie business currently stores and access digital data. With 
years of research the S&T council discovered that issues related to digital 
storage reliability are far beyond lost snapshots and spreadsheets. 

Digital Dilemma: an Academy publication is written by Milt Shelton and 
Andy Maltz and has been translated in many global languages. It discusses 
challenges of efficiently archiving and accessing massive data in the long 
term. 

India Signs ‘Christchurch Call to Action’ 
Initiative 

New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern and French President 
Emmanuel Macron recently launched an ambitious new initiative called 
“Christchurch Call”, which is aimed at curbing extremism online. The 
initiative was pushed by Ms Ardern in backdrop of extremist attacks on 
two mosques in New Zealand city on 15 March 2019, in which a white 
supremacist gunned down 51 people and broadcasted live footage on 
Facebook. This gave rise to growing realisation that current abuse of 
social media by extremists must be countered. 

MoU Signed for Rudraksh Trees 
Plantation in Ganga Basin 

A tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
was signed between National Mission for Clean 
Ganga (NMCG), INTACH (The Indian National Trust 
for Art and Cultural Heritage) and HCL Foundation 
for plantation of 10,000 Rudraksh trees in 
catchment area of river Ganga Basin in 
Uttarakhand. 

Hindi version of Digital 
Dilemma launched 
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The World Health Organization (WHO) has for the first time 
recognised “burn-out” in its International Classification of 
Diseases (ICD). The decision was taken during the World Health 
Assembly (WHA) in Geneva. 
In latest update of WHO’s catalogue of diseases and injuries 
globally, WHO defined Burn-out as- syndrome conceptualized as 
resulting from chronic workplace stress that has not been 
successfully managed.As per the classification, Burn-out refers 
predominantly to phenomena in occupational context and should 
not be applied to describe an individual’s experience in other 
areas of life.  
The syndrome is characterized by three dimensions – 
1. Feelings of energy depletion or exhaustion. 
2. Increased mental distance from one’s job, or feelings of 

cynicism or negativism related to one’s job. 
3. Reduced professional efficacy. 

India has invited the leaders of The Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 
Member States for the swearing-in ceremony of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. This invitation is in line with the Government’s 
focus on its ‘Neighborhood First’ policy. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will take oath for the 17th Lok 
Sabha on 30 May 2019. The oath of Office and Secrecy of PM’s 
and other members of Union Council of Ministers will be 
administered by President Ram Nath Kovind at a function in 
Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
Apart from BIMSTEC members invitations for PM’s swearing-in 
ceremony have also been sent to Sooronbay Jeenbekov, 
President of Kyrgyzstan who is the current Chair of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and Pravind 
Jugnauth, Mauritius Prime Minister who is also the Chief Guest 
at Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 2019. 

The Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) leader Prem Singh 
Tamang, better known as PS Golay was recently sworn in as 
Chief Minister of Sikkim. 
S. Golay’s Chief Ministerial oath was administered by 
Governor Ganga Prasad at Paljor Stadium in Gangtok, Sikkim. 
He took the oath in Nepali language. At present, Golay is not a 
member of State Legislative Assembly as he did not contest 
the polls.The 51 year old Golay is the sixth Chief Minister of 
the Himalayan State. He started his career as a school teacher. 
At the age of 26, he was elected to Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly in 1994 as an SDF candidate and went on to serve as 
Minister holding several portfolios for three consecutive 
terms till 2009. 

Burnout classified as 
medical condition: WHO 

BIMSTEC leaders invited to PM 
Modi’s oath-taking ceremony 

P S Golay sworn in as new 
CM of Sikkim 
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Bengal Government forms 
panel to probe destruction of 

Vidyasagar statue 

The West Bengal government has formed a five-
member committee to look into the desecration 

of the bust of Vidyasagar during a BJP rally in 
the city earlier this month, Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee said on Monday. 

 

Rajasthan bans Advertisement 
and sale of e-cigarettes 

The Rajasthan government recently announced its 
decision to ban production, distribution, 
advertisement and sale of e-cigarette in the state. 
The congress government in state had promised 
in its election manifesto during assembly 
elections 2019 that it will take steps to curb use of 
tobacco among youths. The government has 
banned both online and offline sale, storage, 
production, distribution and advertisement of e-
cigarettes in Rajasthan. The decision was 
announced on occasion of the World No Tobacco 
Day which is observed on 31 May 2019. 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
recommended ‘complete’ ban on Electronic Nicotine 
Delivery Systems (ENDS), including e-cigarettes. The 
recommendation is based on currently available scientific 
evidence. 
On occasion of World Tobacco Day which was observed on 
31 May, ICMR released a white paper (an authoritative 
report or guide that informs readers about an issue) about 
harmful effects of ENDS and e-cigarettes. In 2018 Centre 
government issued an advisory recommending a ban on sale 
of e-cigarettes in India. Later a committee headed by K 
Srinath Reddy of Public Health Foundation of India (PHAI) 
was constituted which included experts from ICMR, Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare, AII India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) and Post Graduate Institute of Medical 
Education and Research (PGIMER) in Chandigarh. The 
committee was tasked to analyse more than 300 research 
articles from all over the world and prepared the white 
paper. 

ICMR calls for ban on Electronic 
Nicotine Delivery Systems 
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The Centre has created a new Ministry called ‘Jal Shakti’ 
The Centre has created a new Ministry called ‘Jal Shakti’ by merger of Ministries of Water Resources, River 
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation along with Drinking Water and Sanitation. The move will bring all 
aspects of water management and regulation under one department. In first Modi government (2014-2019) 
the project to clean Ganga was moved from Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) to Ministry of 
Water Resources. Later, with a greater push and larger monetary allocation, the Namami Gange project 
was launched in June 2014. During the 17th Lok Sabha election campaign, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
promised to create an integrated ministry to deal with water related isuues. 

The Centre has created a new Ministry 
called ‘Jal Shakti’ 

Admiral Karambir Singh assumes charge 
as the new Chief of Indian Navy. With 
this appointment he now becomes 24th 
Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS). 
He took charge from outgoing Admiral 
Sunil Lanba, who stepped down upon his 
superannuation on 31 May 2019.  The 
tenure of a Service Chief is three years or 
62 years of age, whichever is earlier. His 
appointment super ceded the senior 
officer Vice Adm. Bimal Verma who has 
approached the Armed Forces Tribunal 
(AFT) questioning the appointment. The 
Army and Air Force too will see a change 
of guard at the end of 2019 as The Army 
Gen. Rawat and the Air Staff Air Chief 
Marshal B.S. Dhanoa set to retire in 
December 2019 and in October 2019 
respectively 

Admiral Karambir Singh is 24th 
Chief of Indian Navy 
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1. Which social media platform announced its 
partnership with the Indian Wheelchair Cricket 
Association as the team sponsor for Team India 
during Asia Cup 2019? 
(A)  Hike (B)  Helo 
(C)  We chat (D)  Telegram 
(E)  What Sapp 
Solution: (B) 
Helo, India’s social media platform, has 
announced its partnership with the Indian 
Wheelchair Cricket Association as the team 
sponsor for Team India during the Asia Cup 2019, 
which is scheduled from May 15 in Nepal. 

2. Which company partnered with France based 
Rakuten Aquafadas on building enhanced 
customer experience offerings? 
(A) Tech Mahindra (B) Infosys 
(C) TCS (D) Wipro 
(E) IBM 
Solution: (A) 
IT services firm Tech Mahindra and French digital 
content publishing firm Rakuten Aquafadas 
signed an MoU to collaborate on building 
enhanced customer experience offerings. Rakuten 
Aquafadas and Tech Mahindra aim to build a 
Customer Experience Offering leveraging the suite 
of software that Rakuten Aquafadas provides for 
digital publishing. 

3. Which city’s metro tied up with Instamojo for card 
payments? 
(A) Delhi (B) Mumbai 
(C) Lucknow (D) Ahmedabad 
(E) Bangalore 
Solution: (B) 
Reliance Infrastructure promoted Mumbai Metro 
One announced a tie-up with payment gateway 
‘Instamojo’ to enable card payments aimed at 
boosting cashless travel. Accordingly, the 4.50 
lakh commuters of Mumbai Metro One can now 
pay for their tickets by debit/credit cards for all 
kinds of ticketing products like single journey 
token or return journey token. 

4. Wholesale Price Index-based Inflation slides to 
______ percent in April 2018. 
(A) 3.87% (B) 2.86% 
(C) 3.07% (D) 3.97% 
(E) 4.07% 
Solution: (C) 
Wholesale Price Index (WPI)-based inflation 
for April 2019 eased to 3.07%, from 3.62% in 
April 2018. The latest WPI print was also 
lower than 3.18% recorded in March this year. 
Build up inflation for the financial year so far 
was 0.75%, lower than 0.86% in the 
corresponding period of the previous year. 

5. Which organization launched a pilot scheme 
for NBFCs? 
(A) NABARD (B) RBI 
(C) SIDBI (D) IRDA 
(E) DRDO 
Solution: (C) 
To give a fillip to digital lending, Small 
Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI)has put together a pilot scheme to 
extend financial assistance of up to Rs 10 crore 
to new-age fintech non-banking finance 
companies (NBFCs) engaged in financing small 
businesses and other income-generating 
activities. 

6. In which city, India will be setting up its 
military space agency? 
(A) Mumbai (B) Chennai  
(C) Bengaluru (D) Pune 
(E) Hyderabad 
Solution: (C) 
Soon after it successfully carried out an anti-
satellite test, India is setting up its military 
space agency headquartered at Bengaluru 
with the ace fighter pilot Air Vice Marshal SP 
Dharkar as its likely head. 
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7. Name the online writing of Annual Performance 
Appraisal Report (APAR) project launched for 
Group ‘B’ and ‘C’ Officers of Central Board of 
Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC). 

(A)  OPT(Officers Performance Tools) 

(B)  SPARROW (Smart Performance Appraisal 
Report Recording Online Window) 

(C)  PAOW (Performance Appraisal Online 
Window) 

(D)  PAOWO (Performance Appraisal Online 
Window for Officers) 

(E)  None of these 

Solution: (B) 

The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC) notified that for better human resource 
management, it will conduct annual performance 
appraisal report (APARs) of over 46,000 Group B 
and C officers (IRS– Indian Revenue Service 
officers in Customs and Central Excise in 2016-
17) online in SPARROW (Smart Performance 
Appraisal Report Recording Online Window). 
The DGHRM (Directorate General of Human 
Resource Management), the HR (Human 
Resource) arm of CBIC, is the implementing 
agency for this project. 

8. Which country has become the first in Asia, to 
legalize same-sex marriage? 

(A)  Philippines  (B)  Vietnam 

(C)  Taiwan (D)  Thailand 

(E)  India 

Solution: (C) 

For the first time in Asia, Taiwan’s parliament 
legalized same-sex marriage, as lawmakers 
passed a bill permitting same-sex couples to form 
‘exclusive permanent unions‘ which would let 
them apply for a ‘marriage registration’ (under 
Clause Four) with government agencies. In 2017, 
Taiwan’s constitutional court ruled that same-
sex couples had the right to legally marry, but 
also notified that Taiwan had 2 years to make 
necessary changes to the law.The vote took place 
on the International Day Against Homophobia, 
Transphobia, and Biphobia, that is on 17th May 
2019. Taiwan has been 1 of the most progressive 
societies in Asia for gay rights, in the last 10 
years. Taiwan had staged Asia’s biggest annual 
gay pride parade. The only places in the broader 
Asia-Pacific region to have passed gay marriage 
laws are Australia and New Zealand. 

 

9. Name the Maritime Exercise between Singapore 
and India that was held in Singapore recently. 

(A) SIMBEX (B)  Varuna 

(C)  INDRA NAV (D)  SLINEX 

(E)  IMDEX 

Solution: (A) 

INS Kolkata (being designed and built in India, it 
is an advanced stealth destroyer capable of 
engaging multiple threats from the air, sea and 
underwater) and INS Shakti (is a fleet support 
ship that provides fuel, provisions and munitions 
to warships at sea), the 2 warships of the Indian 
Navy participated in a 3-day Asia Pacific naval 
and maritime event titled the International 
Maritime Defence Exhibition Asia (IMDEX Asia-
2019) (it commenced on May 14, 2019) held in 
Changi Exhibition Centre, Singapore. 

10. Which country’s people are seeking help to 
reduce their alcohol intake, as per the 8th 
edition of Global Drug Survey 2019? 

(A) Thailand (B)  India 

(C)  Malaysia (D)  Singapore 

(E)  Nigeria 

Solution: (B) 

According to the 8th edition of Global Drug 
Survey (GDS) 2019, Indians are seeking help 
more than any other countries to reduce their 
alcohol intake. The survey was conducted online 
in between October and December 2018. Around 
1,00,000 respondents from 30 countries have 
participated in the online survey. People 
participated from India are mostly male (age 25 
to 34 years). GDS is an independent research 
organization based in London, UK. 

11. Who was appointed as the Managing Director 
(MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Ujjivan 
Small Finance Bank? 

(A) Samit Ghosh 

(B)  Nitin Chugh 

(C)  Sunil Patel 

(D)  Nandlal Sarda 

(E)  Vikas Arora 

Solution: (B) 

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank has appointed Nitin 
Chugh as its Managing Director (MD) and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) for a period of 3 years 
from December 1, 2019. The current MD and CEO 
Samit Ghosh’s tenure will end on November 30, 
2019. 
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12. Name the Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS), that 
was decommissioned in Visakhapatnam, Andhra 
Pradesh. 

(A) ICGS Rajdhwaj 

(B)  ICGS Samarth 

(C)  ICGS Samrat 

(D)  ICGS Vigraha 

(E)  ICGS Vikrant 

Solution: (D) 

Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) ‘Vigraha’ 
decommissioned at Visakhapatnam, Andhra 
Pradesh. It is a frontline offshore patrol served 
for 29 years from 1990 to 2019. It was the 
seventh offshore patrol vessel built by the 
Mazagaon Dock Limited, Mumbai. 

13. Union Ministry of Environment is creating a new 
DNA Database of which animal in order to curb 
poaching? 

(A) Dolphin (B)  Crocodile 

(C)  Indian Rhinos (D)  Chimpanzee 

(E)  Rat 

Solution: (C) 

Union Ministry of Environment has announced a 
project to create DNA Database for Indian 
Rhinos. This is done in order to curb poaching 
and collect evidence for wildlife crimes including 
Rhinos.The deadline to meet this project is 
2021.The database will be kept in the Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII) headquartered in 
Dehradun, Uttarakhand.There are three species 
of rhinos, of which only one, the Indian rhino or 
One-horned Rhinos is found in the country 
mainly in Kaziranga National Park, Assam. 

14. India recently delivered a pair of Mi-24 attack 
helicopters to which country? 

(A)  Sri Lanka (B)  Afghanistan 

(C)  Qatar (D) Bangladesh 

(E)  Pakistan 

Solution: (B) 

Vinay Kumar, Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
handed over Mi-24 attack helicopters to Acting 
Defence Minister Asadullah Khalid at the Kabul 
Air Force Base, Afghanistan. India has been one 
of the largest donors of Mi-24 helicopters to 
Afghanistan and has contributed almost USD 
three billion as an aid to the war-torn country 
since 2001. 

 

15. A High-Level Committee on Digital Payments 
recently submitted its report to the RBI. The 
Committee is headed by whom? 
(A)  Nandan Nilekani 
(B)  Kishore Sansi 
(C)  Sanjay Jain 
(D)  Aruna Sharma 
(E)  Arun Jaitley 
Solution: (A) 

16. In which one of the following groups of State in 
India is the groups of States in India is the 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM)
 Project being implemented as a pilot 
investment? 

  1) Gujarat, Kerala and Goa 
  2) Kerala, 'Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh  
 3) Gujarat Odisha and West Bengal 
  4) Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 

Nadu 
View Answer  3 

17. The Superintendent of Mines is referred in 
'Arthnshastr' as –  

 1) Sansfoadhvaksha  
 2) Akaradhyasha  
 3) Pautwadhyaksha  
 4) Shulkaadhvaksha 

View Answer  2 
18. Who among the following is the longest serving 

Chief Minister of a State in India?  
a) Pawan Kumar Chamling, Sikkim  
b) Jyoti Basu, West Bengal  
c) Gegong Apang, Arunachal Pradesh  
d) Naveen Patnaik, Odisha 
View Answer   a 

19. The Periyar Game Sanctuary in Kerala is 
renowned for -  
a) Tiger  
b) Wild elephant  
c) Lion  
d) Spotted deer 
View Answer  a 

20. Which platform has been launched by the Union 
Government on the occasion of 2018 
International Women's Day ?  
a) Women Entrepreneurship Platform  
b) Women Combat Platform  
c) Women Power Platform  
d) Women Literacy Plato form 
View Answer  a  
 


