
 

 

                                                                                    TOPIC: - PT 

                                                        KLIP 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About KLIP. 

Why in news:- 

� NGT has held that environmental clearance (EC) to the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP) 

was granted ex post facto, after completion of substantial work, by the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) “in violation of law”. 

� It has also observed that accountability needs to be fixed and remedial measures taken. 

� NGT has directed the MoEF&CC to constitute a seven-member expert committee with relevant 

sectorial expertise to go into the matter in light of the observations in the present case. 
� The petitioner moved the NGT with a plea to declare the EC granted to KLIP as invalid since 

substantial work was done by the State government. 
� The NGT Principal Bench suggested that the expert committee could assess the amount of damage 

caused in going ahead with the project without EC from 2008 to 2017. 
� It also identifies the necessary restoration measures. 

� It is mainly required when the projects are multi-purpose and a part of them require an EC. 

� So that such requirement is not defeated on the specious plea that the project was partly not covered 

by the schedule Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) notification, as has happened in the 
present case, the NGT observed. 

About KLIP:- 

� KLIP is also known as Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project. 

� It is a multi-purpose irrigation project on the Godavari River in Kaleshwaram, Bhoopalpally, 

Telangana. 
� It is currently the world's largest multi-stage lift irrigation project. 



� Its farthest upstream influence is at the confluence of the Pranhita & Godavari Rivers. 

� The Pranahita River consist various smaller tributaries including the Wardha, Painganga, and 

Wainganga rivers. 

� They all combine & form the seventh-largest drainage basin on the subcontinent, with an estimated 

annual discharge of more than 6,427,900 acre feet. 
� It remains untapped as its course is principally through dense forests and other ecologically 

sensitive zones such as wildlife sanctuaries. 
� The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project is divided into 7 links & 28 packages spanning a distance 

of approximately 500 km through 13 districts. 
� The project aims at increasing total culturable command area (CCA) (the sustainable area which can 

be irrigated after accounting for both upstream and downstream factors) across all 13 districts in 
addition to stabilizing the existing CCA. 

� In June 2019, the project was opened by Telangana Governor E. S. L. Narasimhan & CM 

Chandrashekar Rao. 

� NGT declared the Scheme is constructed without following the statuary provisions with regard to 

environmental aspects. 
� In October 2020, NGT directed the Telangana government to halt work on the KLIP except the 

drinking water supply component. 
� NGT has directed the Indian government's Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change to 

constitute a committee to investigate the illegally granted clearances & to file a report with them 
within 6 months. 

 

Q1:- Consider the following statement about KLIP:- 

1. It is a multi-purpose irrigation project on the Godavari River in Kaleshwaram, Bhoopalpally, 
Telangana. 

2. Pranahita River consist various smaller tributaries including the Wardha, Painganga, and 
Wainganga rivers. 

3. It is currently the world's largest multi-stage lift irrigation project. 

Which of the following statement is/are correct: - 

a) 1,2 
b) 2,3 
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c) 3,1 
d) 1,2,3 

Answer: - d. 
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