
 

 

                                                                     TOPIC: - GS & PT (ENVIRONMENT) 

                                        NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL (NGT) 

Current Affairs by Ojaank Sir 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About NGT. 

Why in news:- 

� Following allegations of a road being constructed on the Yamuna riverbed near Mathura, the National Green 
Tribunal has directed a joint committee comprising UP government officials to look into the matter. 

� A Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said: “Let the veracity of the allegations be 
verified by a joint committee of U.P. State Pollution Control Board, U.P. Irrigation Department and District 
Magistrate, Mathura. 

� The committee will furnish a factual and action taken report within one month. 
� The directions came when the green panel was hearing a plea moved by petitioner Akash Vashishtha. 
� Illegal constructions, including multi-storied buildings have also come up on the active floodplains and riverbed 

of the Yamuna in Vrindavan. 
� Irreparable damage is being done to the ancient ghats; the plea alleged. 

About NGT:- 

� The National Green Tribunal has been established on 18.10.2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 
� National Green Tribunal is a statutory body. 
� The aim of the NGT is :- 

1. Effective & expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection; 
2. Conservation of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any legal right relating to 

environment & 
3. Giving relief and compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto. 
� It is a specialized body equipped with the necessary expertise to handle environmental disputes involving 

multi-disciplinary issues. 
� Tribunal shall be guided by principles of natural justice & it shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under 

the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. 
� The Tribunal's shall provide speedy environmental justice and help reduce the burden of litigation in the higher 

courts. 
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� The Tribunal is mandated to make and endeavour for disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months 
of filing of the same. 

� Initially, the NGT is proposed to be set up at five places of sittings and will follow circuit procedure for making 
itself more accessible. 

� The Principal Bench of the NGT is in New Delhi. It has regional benches in Pune (West), Bhopal (Central), 
Chennai (South) and Kolkata (East). 

� The Chairperson of the NGT is a retired Judge of the Supreme Court, head quartered in New Delhi. 
� Maximum age of the chairman 70 years if he has been a Supreme Court Judge and 67 years, if he has been a high 

court judge. 
� Chairperson can be removed from his office via an order made by the Central Government after an inquiry made 

by a Judge of the Supreme Court. 
� Other Judicial members are retired Judges of High Courts. 
� Each bench of the NGT will comprise at least one Judicial Member & one Expert Member. 
� Expert members should have a professional qualification and a minimum of 15 years experience in the field of 

environment/forest conservation and related subjects. 
� Appointment of members is done by Central Government. 
� Chairperson of NGT is appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of India. 
� Chairperson, Judicial Member and Expert Member hold office for 5 years. 
� The NGT has the power to hear the cases relating to environmental issues only and questions that are linked to 

the implementation of laws listed in Schedule I of the NGT Act. These include the following:- 
1. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; 
2. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977; 
3. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980; 
4. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; 
5. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; 
6. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991; 
7. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 

 

Q1:- consider the following statement:- 

1. Tribunal shall be guided by principles of natural justice & it shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. 

2. Each bench of the NGT will comprise at least one Judicial Member & two Expert Members. 
3. Appointment of members is done by Central Government. 

Which of the following statement is/are correct:- 

a) Both 1 & 2 
b) Both 1 & 3 
c) Both 2 & 3 
d) All are correct. 

Answer: - b. 
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Q2:- In which of the following city NGT has its regional benches:- 

a) Lucknow 
b) Bangalore 
c) Bhopal 
d) Ahmedabad  

Answer: - c. 
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