
 

 

                                                                        TOPIC: - GS PAPER 2 (IR) 

                                               U.S – TALIBAN DEAL 

Current Affairs by Ojaank Sir 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- Issue between U.S & Taliban & India’s concerns. 

Why in news:- 

� The U.S. signed a deal with the Taliban recently. 
� The US & Taliban signed an agreement for “Bringing Peace to Afghanistan”. 
� The agreement will enable the US & NATO to withdraw troops in the next 14 months. 
� India attended the signing ceremony in Doha, & was represented by Ambassador to Qatar P Kumaran. 
� The pact is between the “Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan which is not recognized by the US as a state and is 

known as the Taliban” and the US. 
� The four-page pact was signed between Zalmay Khalilzad, US Special Representative for Afghanistan 

Reconciliation, & Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, political head of the Taliban. 
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� The deal could pave the way for a full withdrawal of foreign soldiers from Afghanistan over the next 14 
months. 

� The deal represents a step towards ending the 18-year-war in the nation. 
� This deal creates a path for the U.S. to gradually pull out of its longest war. 
� Many experts feel that the talks, scheduled to take place between the Afghan sides, could be much more 

complicated. 
� The deal was signed in the Qatari; capital Doha. 
� American Defense Secretary Mark Esper called the accord a good step but just the beginning. 
� Mr. Esper said that to achieve lasting peace in Afghanistan will require patience and compromise among all 

parties. 
� The U.S. said it is committed to reducing the number of its troops to 8,600 from the current 13,000 within 135 

days of signing the deal. 
� Zabiullah Mujahid said that the biggest thing is that we hope the U.S. remains committed to their promises 

during the negotiation and peace deal. 
� NATO pledged to adjust the coalition troop levels in the first phase too, bringing down NATO’s numbers to 

about 12,000 from roughly 16,000 troops at present. 

Issue between U.S & Taliban:- 

� The Taliban also known as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan & emerged in 1994 after afghan civil war. 
� It is a Sunni Islamic organization that operates in Afghanistan. 
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� The group was mainly composed of religious students in Pakistani madrasas (who had fought in the 
Soviet–Afghan War) under the leadership of Mohammed Omar. 

� After the September 11, 2001 attacks, the U.S. under President George W. Bush made a request to the Taliban 
leadership to hand over Osama bin Laden. 

� Osama bin Laden was the prime suspect in the attacks. 
� But Taliban refused the request of U.S & demanded the evidence of his participation in the attacks. 
� As a result, the U.S with its NATO allies launched the United States invasion of Afghanistan on October 7, 

2001. 
� The code name of Operation was Enduring Freedom. 
� By December 17, 2001; U.S. & its allies had driven the Taliban from power & begun building military bases 

near major cities across the country. 
� The International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) was later created by the UNSC. 
� The aim of ISAF was to train Afghan National Security Forces to oversee military operations in the country so 

as to prevent any resurgence of the Taliban group. 
� After this, The Taliban has launched numerous attacks on the Afghan forces, government facilities, and any 

organization that they believe are in alliance with the US. 
� The US has been on the ground and directly involved in the war for 18 years. 
� Some experts described the situation as a stalemate. 

About agreement:- 

� On February 29, 2020, U.S & Taliban signed a peace agreement in Doha, Qatar. 
� The provisions of the deal include:- 

1. The withdrawal of all American and NATO troops from Afghanistan, 
2. U.S has expressed its intent to end economic sanctions on the Taliban by August 27, 2020, 
3. 5,000 imprisoned Taliban & approx. 1,000 prisoners from “the other side” held by Taliban “will be 

released” by March 10. 
4. Taliban has guaranteed to prevent the use of the soil of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the 

security of the United States and its allies & 
5. Talks between the Taliban and the Afghan government. 

� The United States agreed to an initial reduction of its force level from 13,000 to 8,600, followed by a full 
withdrawal within 14 months if the Taliban keeps its commitments. 

� The United States also committed to closing five military bases within 135 days. 
� UN sanctions on Taliban leaders to be removed by three months (by May 29) and US sanctions by August 27. 
� The resulting intra-Afghan negotiations are scheduled to begin on March 10, 2020 in Oslo, Norway. 
� Ceasefire is identified as another potential “trouble spot”. 
� The agreement states ceasefire will be simply “an item on the agenda” when intra-Afghan talks start, and 

indicate actual ceasefire will come with the “completion” of an Afghan political agreement. 
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India’s concern:- 

� Experts said that the proposed Afghanistan-Pakistan dialogue, facilitated by Washington, must not cut India out 
of the region’s security architecture. 

� Some experts worry about the prisoner release and lifting sanctions. 
� Acc. to the agreements, 5,000 Taliban prisoners will be released by March 10, 2020. 
� Officials also point out that the U.S. has committed to taking Taliban leaders off the UN Security Council’s 

sanctions list by May 29, 2020. 
� As a result, it could considerably bring down the number of terrorists Pakistan is accused of harbouring, 

according to the FATF grey list conditions. 
� This might benefit Pakistan during the June 2020 FATF Plenary, when it faces a blacklist for not complying. 
� Over the last decade, India has expanded its development assistance to Afghanistan to nearly $3 billion. 
� The assistance extended by India to Afghanistan covers a variety of projects including the construction of roads, 

the Afghan Parliament, transmission lines, dams, among others. 
� The agreement gives more power to Taliban. 
� An increased political and military role for the Taliban and the expansion of its territorial control should be of 

great concern to India. 
� Afghanistan is the gateway to Central Asia & this deal will blow India’s interest in Central Asia. 
� Withdrawal of US troops is another concern for India. 
� It may result into various anti-India terrorist outfits like Lashkar-e-Taiba or Jaish-e-Mohammed. 
� The history between India & Taliban was not good & the example is the hijack of IC-814 plane in 2001. 
� After this, India had to release the terrorists like Maulana Masood Azhar who founded Jaish-e-Mohammed & 

included in terror attacks on Parliament (2001), in Pathankot (2016) and in Pulwama (2019). 
� External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said that India was “watching the space” closely to ensure that gains of 

the past two decades were not lost. 
� While India has raised concerns over the future of democracy, human rights, women’s rights and other 

achievements made in Afghanistan since 2001, when the Taliban regime was last defeated. 
� The issues were not addressed in the agreement between the U.S. and Taliban signed by U.S. Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo on February 29. 
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� The agreement provides a timetable for withdrawal of the U.S. troops from Afghanistan by May 2021 and an 
intra-Afghan dialogue in March 2020. 

Q1: - Critically examine the U.S Taliban agreement & how it started? What are the India’s concerns about the deal? 
Critically examine the impacts of deal on India & its neighbour’s country?  
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