
 

 

                                                                      TOPIC: - GS PAPER 1 & 3 

                      MINISTRY ISSUE SOP FOR SOWING OF KHARIF CROP 

Current Affairs by Ojaank Sir 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About Kharif, Rabi & Zaid crop. 

Why in news:- 

� The Union Agriculture Ministry recently laid down the standard operating procedure (SOP) to guide farmers 
on safety precautions that need to be strictly followed during planting of kharif crops amid the threat of 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

� Transplanting of paddy and vegetables are labour-intensive activities. 
� SOP released by the ministry on kharif crops said it is important to strictly follow guidelines on social 

distancing, sanitizing and wearing masks. 
� Workers should wash their hands, legs and face with soap when coming out of the field for meal or rest, it 

added. 
� The ministry said for preparing land for sowing of kharif crops, farmers should minimise labour and use 

tractor. 
� Farmers should use seed-cum-fertiliser drills and reduce the number of workers in the field. 
� For operations like weeding and spraying of fertilisers and pesticides, the Ministry asked farmers to “Burn or 

bury in soil empty packets of pesticides. Sundry empty bags of seeds, fertilisers for two days for re-use.” 
� All farm equipment from seed drill; plough to tractor should be sanitized before use. 

About Kharif crop:- 

� Kharif crops are also known as monsoon crops or autumn crops. 
� The words kharif and Rabi both have their origins in the Arabic language. 
� Rice, maize, sorghum and cotton are the major kharif crops in India. 
� The Kharif season varies by crop & region. 
� It starts at the earliest in May and ending at the latest in January. 
� In India, the season is popularly considered to start in June and to end in October. 
� Kharif crops are usually sown with the beginning of the first rains during the advent of the south-west 

monsoon season. 
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� They are harvested at the end of monsoon season (October-November). 
� These crops are dependent on the quantity of rainwater as well as its timing. 
� Surplus or not enough rain at the wrong time may lay waste to the whole year's efforts. 
� Rice is the most important kharif crop of India. 
� It is grown in rain fed areas with hot and humid climates, especially the eastern and southern parts of India. 
� Rice requires a temperature of 16–20 °C during the growing season & 18–32 °C during ripening. 
� It needs rainfall from 150–200 cm and needs a flooded field during the growth period. 
� Some kharif crops are: - Bajra, jowar, soybean, maize e.t.c. 

About Rabi crop:- 

� Rabi crops are agricultural crops that are sown in winter and harvested in the spring in India and Pakistan. 
� The term is derived from the Arabic word for "spring" (also known as the "winter crop").  
� The Rabi crops are sown around mid-November, preferably after the monsoon rains are over, and harvesting 

begins in April / May. 
� The crops are grown either with rainwater that has percolated into the ground, or using irrigation. 
� A good rain in winter spoils the Rabi crops but is good for kharif crops. 
� The major Rabi crop in India is wheat, barley, mustard, sesame and peas. 

About Zaid crop:- 

� Zaid crops are summer season crops. 
� It is grown on the sub-continent on dry lands which do not have to wait for monsoons. 
� They grow in the long duration between Rabi & Kharif crop season, mainly from March to June. 
� These crops are mainly grown in the summer season during a period called the "Zaid crop season." 
� They require warm dry weather for major growth period and longer day length for flowering. 
� The main crops are seasonal fruits and vegetables sown during the months of March and harvested by June 

and July. 
� The crops do not need any rain. 

 

Q1: - consider the following statement:- 

1. Rice requires a temperature of 16–20 °C during the growing season & 18–32 °C during ripening. 
2. The major Rabi crop in India is wheat, barley, mustard, sesame and peas. 
3. Zaid crops do not need any rain. 

Which of the following statement is/are correct:- 
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a) 1,2 
b) 2,3 
c) 3,1 
d) 1,2,3 

Answer: - d. 
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