
 

 

                                                                TOPIC: - GS PAPER 2 (POL.SC & IR) 

                                     BORDER ROAD ORGANIZATION (BRO) 

Current Affairs by Ojaank Sir 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About BRO. 

Why in news:- 

� Recently, BRO opened the Rohtang Pass, three weeks in advance. 
� The pass opened for transporting essential supplies and relief materials to the Lahaul and Spiti 

districts of Himachal Pradesh amid the lockdown. 
� The pass is at 13,058 feet on the eastern Pir Panjal Range of the Himalayas. 
� The operation to clear snow is carried out every year. 
� The pass remains snow-bound for almost six months, from mid-November to mid-May, isolating 

Lahaul and Spiti districts from the rest of the country. 
� Last year, the Rohtang Pass was kept open till December 12. 
� The valley depends on air traffic for external logistics and supplies during winters. 
� Recently, Himachal Pradesh government approached the Director-General, BRO, to speed up snow 

clearance. 
� The reason is to help farmers return to start cultivation and transport essential supplies and relief 

materials in the wake of COVID-19. 
� The Army said blizzards, freezing temperatures and avalanches delayed the operation, but teams 

worked round the clock. 

About BRO:- 

� BRO is also known as Border Roads Organisation. 
� The BRO was formed on 7 May 1960. 
� The aim was to secure India's borders and develop infrastructure in remote areas of the north and 

north-east states of the country. 
� In order to ensure coordination and expeditious execution of projects, the GOI set up the Border 

Roads Development Board (BRDB). 
� The Prime Minister act as Chairman of the Board and Defence Minister act as Deputy Chairman. 
� It develops and maintains road networks in India's border areas and friendly neighboring countries. 
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� It is also staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian Army's Corps of Engineers on extra 
regimental employment (on Deputation). 

� At present organisation maintains operations in 21 states & one UT (Andaman and Nicobar Islands). 
� The organization maintains operation in neighboring countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, 

Myanmar, and Sri Lanka. 
� The BRO operates and maintains over 32,885 kilometers of roads and about 12,200 meters of 

permanent bridges in the country. 
� BRO also involved in the construction of a tunnel at the Rohtang pass. 
� The BRO operates in 18 Projects namely: -  Arunank, Beacon, Brahmank, Chetak, Deepak, Dantak, 

Himank, Hirak, Pushpak, Sampark, Setuk, Sewak, Shivalik, Swastik, Udayak, Vartak, Vijayak and 
sela tunnel. 

� The BRO consists of Border Roads Wing & works under the Ministry of Defense and the General 
Reserve Engineer Force (GREF). 

� Officers for BRO are selected through the Indian Engineering Services (IES) Examination conducted 
by the UPSC. 

� Few officers are also deputed from Indian Army Corps of Engineers, who are posted to GREF on 
ERE. 

� The role of BRO are:- 
1. To Develop & Maintain the Operational Road Infrastructure of General Staff (GS) in the Border 

Areas. 
2. To Contribute to the Socio-Economic Development of the Border States. 
3. To Develop & Maintain Roads to Keep Line of Control through in Original Sectors and 

Re-deployed Sectors. 
4. To Execute Additional Tasks as laid down by the Govt Contributing to the War Effort. 
5. Entrusted for construction of Roads, Bridges, Tunnels, Causeways, Helipads and Airfields. 

� Headquarter: - New Delhi. 

Q1:- Consider the following statement about BRO:- 

1. The Prime Minister act as Chairman of BRDB and Defence Minister act as Deputy Chairman. 
2. The BRO was formed on 7 May 1960 & to secure India's borders and develop infrastructure in 

remote areas of the north and north-east states of the country. 

Which of the following statement is/are correct:- 

a) Only 1 
b) Only 2 
c) Both 1 & 2 
d) None 
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Answer: - c. 
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