
 

 

                                                                                        TOPIC: - PT  

                                                   HIMALAYAN BROWN BEAR 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About Himalayan brown bear. 

Why in news:- 

� A recent study on the Himalayan brown bear has predicted a significant reduction in suitable 

habitat and biological corridors of the species due to climate change. 
� Scientists suggest an adaptive spatial planning of the protected area network in the western 

Himalayas for conserving the species. 

� The Himalayan brown bear is one of the largest carnivores in the highlands of the Himalayas. 

� The study carried out by scientists of the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) predicted a massive 

decline of 73% of the bear’s habitat by the year 2050. 

 

� These losses in habitat will also result in loss of habitats from 13 protected areas (PAs) & 8 of 

them will become completely uninhabitable by the year 2050. 

� There is a need to adopt “preemptive spatial planning of PAs in the Himalayan region for the 

long-term viability of the species”. 

About Himalayan brown bear:- 



� The Himalayan brown bear is also known as the Himalayan red bear. 

� It is a subspecies of the brown bear. 

� The bears are found in Nepal, Tibet, west China, north India, north Pakistan, Uzbekistan, 

Tajikistan, entire Kyrgyzstan and south-east Kazakhstan. 
� They are the largest animals in the Himalayas & are usually sandy or reddish-brown in colour. 

� Males range from 1.5m up to 2.2m (5 ft - 7 ft 3in) long. 

� Females range from 1.37m to 1.83m (4 ft 6 in - 6 ft) long.  

� These bears are omnivorous and hibernate in a den during the winter. 

� While the brown bear as a species is classified as Least Concern by the IUCN. 

� Himalayan brown bears are omnivores & will eat grasses, roots and other plants as well as insects 

and small mammals. 

� They also like fruits and berries. 

� They will also prey on large mammals, including sheep and goats. 

� Adults will eat before sunrise & later during the afternoon. 

� This subspecies is highly endangered and populations are dwindling. 

� It is endangered in the Himalayas and Critically Endangered in Hindu Kush. 
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