
  

 

   TOPIC: - GS PAPER 3 

                                               NAG ANTI TANK MISSILE 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About NAG missile & NAMICA. 

Why in news:- 

� DRDO carried out the final user trial of the 3rd generation anti-tank guided missile (ATGM), Nag. 

� The trial was carried out at the Pokhran firing range. 

� The missile was integrated with the actual warhead & a tank target was kept at a designated range. 

� The missile was launched from NAG Missile Carrier, named NAMICA. 

� DRDO said in a statement that the missile hit the target accurately defeating the armour. 

� “With this final user trial, NAG will enter into production phase,” DRDO stated. 

� Nag had been developed to engage highly fortified enemy tanks in day and night conditions. 

� DRDO in a statement said that the missile has “fire and forget” and “top attack” capabilities with 

passive homing guidance to defeat all Main Battle Tanks (MBT). 

 

About NAG missile:- 



�  The Nag missile is an Indian 3rd generation, all-weather, fire-and-forget, lock-on after launch, 

anti-tank guided missile (ATGM). 

� It has an operational range of 500 m to 20 km. 

� The developmental process of Nag is a part of the Integrated Guided Missile Development 

Program (IGMDP). 

� This programme is run by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

� It is manufactured by Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL). 

� It has a single-shot hit probability of 90% & a 10 yr maintenance free shelf life. 

� The development of the Nag missile began in 1988 under A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. 

� The first tests were conducted in November 1990. 

� Development was delayed for several years because of issues with the IIR-based guidance system. 

� On 22nd October 2020, India successfully carried out the final trial of the Nag anti-tank guided 

missile from NAMICA. 

� After the successful trial the missile is now ready for induction into the Indian Army. 

� Now, The Nag has five variants under development: - 

1.  A land version : - for a mast-mounted system; 
2. The helicopter-launched Nag (HELINA); 
3. A "man-portable" version (MPATGM); 
4. An air-launched version: - it will replace the current imaging infra-red (IIR) to 

millimetric-wave (mmW) active radar homing seeker; & 
5. The Nag Missile Carrier (NAMICA). 

� NAMICA:- 
1. The NAMICA is a Nag Missile Carrier. 
2. The nickname of it is "Sarath" in India. 
3. It is classified as a tank destroyer. 
4. It is equipped with various electro-optical systems including a thermal imager (TI) and a laser 

rangefinder (LRF) for target acquisition. 
5. The NAMICA carries a total of 12 missiles, with 8 in ready-to-fire mode & 4 in storage. 
6. It has a compact auxiliary power unit (APU) for silent watch operation. 
7. It has a fire detection & suppression system (FDSS) and nuclear, biological, and chemical 

protection system (NBCPS). 
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8. The carrier weight 14.5 tonnes in full combat load. 
9. It is capable of moving 7 km/h in water. 
10. It has various modes of firing, including top attack and indirect attack mode. 
11. It has a lock-on-before-launch system, where the target is identified and designated before the 

launch. 
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