
 

 

                                                    TOPIC: - GS PAPER 2 (IR) 

                                               NEW START TREATY 

Sub topic 1:- Why in news? 

Sub topic 2:- About New start treaty. 

Why in news:- 

� Recently, President Vladimir Putin proposed a 1yr. extension without conditions of the last major 

nuclear arms reduction accord between Russia & U.S. 

� The New START deal was signed in April 2010 but went into force in February 2011. 

� It lasts for ten years but with a possible extension. 

� Mr. Putin said at a meeting of his security council that I have a proposal to extend the current 

agreement without any pre-conditions at least for 1yr. 
� Mr. Putin asked Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov to “formulate our position to try and get at least 

some sort of coherent answer from (the U.S.) in the nearest future. 

About New Start treaty:- 

� New START is also called as Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 

� It is a nuclear arms reduction treaty between the U.S & the Russian Federation with the formal 

name of “Measures for the Further Reduction & Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms”. 

� The treaty was signed on 8 April 2010 in Prague. 

�  After some ratification it entered into force on 5 February 2011. 

� It is expected to last at least until 2021. 

� The New START treaty replaced the Treaty of Moscow (SORT), which was to expire in December 

2012. 

� The New START treaty is the successor to the START I. 

� The START II was signed, but not ratified. 



� The START III negotiating process was not successful. 

� The treaty limits the number of deployed strategic nuclear warheads to 1,550. 

� It reduced nearly two-thirds from the original START treaty, as well as 10% lower than the 

deployed strategic warhead limit of the 2002 Moscow Treaty. 
� The treaty also limit the number of deployed & non-deployed inter-continental ballistic missile 

(ICBM) launchers, submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launchers, and heavy bombers 
equipped for nuclear armaments to 800. 

� The number of deployed ICBMs, SLBMs, and heavy bombers equipped for nuclear armaments is 

limited to 700. 
� The treaty allows for satellite & remote monitoring. 

� The treaty places no limits on tactical systems, such as the Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II. 

� The treaty does not cover rail-mobile ICBM launchers because neither party currently possesses 

such systems. 
� Each state is granted 18 on-site inspections per year. 

� The inspections can be designated into two categories: - Type 1 & Type 2 inspections. 

� Type 1 inspections are specific to military bases that house only deployed ICBMs, SLBMs and 

bombers. 
� Only 10 Type 1 inspections are allowed by the treaty each year. 

� Type 2 inspections include facilities that have non-deployed systems as well. 

� Only 8 Type 2 inspections are allowed by the treaty each year. 

 

Q1:- the New START treaty was signed in:- 

a) Paris 
b) Sweden 
c) Prague 
d) Moscow 

Answer: - c. 

 

Q2:- Consider the following statement:- 



1. New START is a nuclear arms reduction treaty between the U.S & the Russian Federation with the 
formal name of “Measures for the Further Reduction & Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms”. 

2. The New START treaty is the successor to the START I. 
3. Each state is granted 19 on-site inspections per year. 

Which of the following statement is/are correct:- 

a) 1,2 
b) 2,3 
c) 3,1 
d) 1,2,3 

Answer: - a. 


