
 

 
DRONE POLICY 

INTRODUCTION 
The Government of India has recently released a new and liberalised drone policy. 
 Drones, which are officially known as unmanned Aircraft systems (UAS). 
 The first drones were imported into India from Israel for use in active combat. 
 India’s Defence Research and development Organisation (DRDO) has developed 

numerous indigenous drones that have been successfully deployed by the three 
wings of the Indian Armed forces. 

INNOVATIONS FOR DEFENCE EXCELLENCE (iDEX) 
 Ministry of Defence announced a budgetary allocation of INR 498.8 crore over five 

years for iDEX Scheme. 
iDEX is the executive arm of the Defence Innovation Organisation (DIO). 

 It is responsible for creating and ecosystem that fosters indigenous innovation and 
technological development in India’s defence and aerospace sectors.  

AIM of the Scheme: 
 It will provide financial support to: 
 300 MSMEs 
 Startups and innovators and 
 20 partner incubators, 

 It also promises to sustain the emergent robust synergy between India’s innovators, 
the defence Manufacturing industry, and the country’s defence systems. 

DRONE RULES 2021 
INTRODUCTION 
 In July 2021, the Government of India released a draft policy for drones that is 

“built on a premise of trust, self-certification and non-intrusive monitoring” 
 It is “designed to usher in an era of super-normal growth while balancing safety 

and security consideration” 
 
RULES 
 The new policy qualifies drones into five classifications based on their maximum all-

up weight, including the payload. 
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 Mini drones can be as light as less than 250 grams while large drones can weight 
over 150 kilograms. 

 Remote pilot licences will now also be valid for up to 10 years. The price for 
obtaining a remote pilot license has been reduced significatly to INR 100 and de-
linked from the size of the drone. 

 Requirements for security clearance before issuance of any registration or licence 
have also been removed. 

 All drones must be qualified with a ‘Certificate of airworthiness’ before they can be 
operated. 

DIGITAL SKY PROGRAMME 
 The Ministry of Civil Aviation will release its Digital Sky Programme, intended as a 

single window for required clearances, which have been reduced from 25 to five. 
 Ministry will also release an interactive airspace map that will show three zones:- 

 Yellow (controlled airspace) 
 Green (No permission required) 
 Red (Flying not permitted) 

 A previous no-fly radius at 45 kilometers around airports has now been reduced to 
12 kilometers. 

INDIAN DRONE MARKET 
 India is already the fastest-growing drone market in the world. 
 According to the stockholm Intenational Peace Research Institutues (SIPRIs), Indian 

is currently the third-largest importer of military grade drones with 6.8% of total 
unmanned Aerial vehicle (UAV) imports. 

USES OF DRONES 
 Aerial Photography 
 Infrastructure assessment 
 Agricultural Inspection 
 Disaster Management 
 Fire-fighting 
 Police Surveillance 
 Package delivery 
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