
 

 

 
 

TODAY'S THEME: GEOGRAPHY  

Africa 
(By Kusum Ma’am) 

 

 

Namesake:  

 
● The name Africa was first used by Western through the Romans, who used the name 

Africa terra "land of the Afri" for the northern part of the continent.  
● Afri may possibly also refer to a tribe that inhabited North Africa. 

BOUNDARY 

The continent is surrounded by: 

● Mediterranean Sea to the north 
● The Isthmus of Suez  
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● The Red Sea to the northeast 
● The Indian Ocean to the southeast  
● The Atlantic Ocean to the west. 

Most northerly point-Ras ben Sakka in Tunisia, at 37°21′ N. 

The most southerly point-Cape Agulhas in South Africa, 34°51′15″ S. 

The eastern most point- Ras Hafun in the Somali Puntland region, in the Horn of Africa, 
51°27′52″ E. 

The westernmost point-Cap-Vert, or the Cape Verde Peninsula, Senegal, 17°31′13″W. 

KEY FACTS  

● The continent includes Madagascar and various archipelagos.  
● It contains 54 fully recognised sovereign states (countries), eight territories and two 

de facto independent states with limited or no recognition.  
● Algeria is Africa's largest country by area. 
● Nigeria is its largest by population. 
● Its largest lake is Lake Victoria. 
● The earliest Homo sapiens (modern human) remains, found in Ethiopia, South Africa, 

and Morocco. 
● Homo sapiens is believed to have originated in Africa around 350,000–260,000 years 

ago. 
● African nations cooperate through the establishment of the African Union, which is 

headquartered in Addis Ababa. 
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Despite a wide range of natural resources, Africa is the least wealthy continent per capita 
due to: 

 

Geographic impediments 

● Legacies of European colonization in Africa  
● The Cold War 
● Predatory/neo-colonialist activities by Western nations and China, and  
● Undemocratic rule and  
● Deleterious policies. 

Major Languages: 

● By most estimates, well over a thousand languages are spoken in Africa.  
● Most are of African origin, though some are of European or Asian origin.  
● Africa is the most multilingual continent in the world. 

Details on specific African languages 

Population: 1,032,532,974 (2011 estimate)  

● Africa is the second most populous continent, after Asia. 
Population Density: 30.5 per sq km (80 per sq mi) 
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Largest African Countries By Populations: 

(2012 UN estimates) 

1. Nigeria: 166,629,000 
2. Ethiopia: 86,539,000 
3. Egypt: 83,958,000 
4. Congo, DRC: 69,575,000 
5. South Africa: 50,738,000 

Continent Size: 

●  30,221,532 sq. km, 11,668,599 sq miles. 
● The only continent larger in area than Africa is Asia.  

 

Percent of Earth's Land: 12.7% 

Highest Point:  

● Mt Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, 19,341 ft (5,895m) (see map) 
 

Lowest Point:  

● Lake Assal, Djibouti (-512 ft) (-156 m) (see map) 
Geographic Center:  
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● The geographic center of Africa is located within Lobeke National Park in far 
southeastern Cameroon at 2° 37' N 16° 06' E. (see map) 

Horizontal Width: 

●  4,355 miles (7,009 km) from Dakar, Senegal, east to Mogadishu, Somalia (see map) 
Vertical Length:  

● 4,504 miles (7,248 km) from Cape Town, South Africa north to Tripoli, Libya: (see 
map) 

 

Largest African Countries: (By Land Area) 

1. Algeria: 2,381,741 sq km 
2. Congo, DRC: 2,344,858 sq km 
3. Sudan: 1,861,484 sq km 
4. Libya: 1,759,540 sq km 
5. Chad: 1,284,000 sq km 
6. Niger: 1,267,000 sq km 
7. Angola: 1,246,700 sq km 
8. Mali: 1,240,192 sq km 
9. South Africa: 1,221.037 sq km 
10. Ethiopia: 1,104,300 sq km 

LOCATION OF AFRICA 

Latitude:  
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● (shown as a horizontal line)  IT is the angular distance, in degrees, minutes, and 
seconds of a point north or south of the Equator.  

● Lines of latitude are often referred to as parallels. 
 

Longitude:  

● (shown as a vertical line)It is the angular distance, in degrees, minutes, and seconds, 
of a point east or west of the Prime (Greenwich) Meridian.  

● Lines of longitude are often referred to as meridians. 
 

AFRICA GEOGRAPHY  

Atlas Mountains: 

● This mountain system runs from south-western Morocco along the Mediterranean 
coastline to the eastern edge of Tunisia.  

● Several smaller ranges are included, namely the High Atlas, Middle Atlas and 
Maritime Atlas.  

● The highest peak is Mt. Toubkal in western Morocco at 13,671 ft. (4,167 m). 
Congo River Basin: 

● The Congo River Basin of Central Africa dominates the landscape of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and much of neighboring Congo.  

● It stretches into Angola, Cameroon, the Central African Republic and Zambia.  
● The fertile basin is about 1,400,000 sq. miles (3,600,000 sq. km) in size and contains 

almost 20% of the world's rain forest.  
● The Congo River is the second longest river in Africa. 

 

Ethiopian Highlands: 

● The Ethiopian Highlands are a rugged mass of mountains in Ethiopia, Eritrea (which is 
sometimes referred to as the Eritrean Highlands), and northern Somalia in the Horn 
of Africa.  

● The Ethiopian Highlands form the largest continuous area of its altitude in the whole 
continent, with little of its surface falling below 1500 m (4,921 ft.), while the summits 
reach heights of up to 4550 m (14,928 ft.).  

● Sometimes it is referred to as the Roof of Africa for its height and large area. 
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Great Rift Valley: 

A dramatic depression on the earth's surface, approximately 4,000 miles (6,400 km) in 
length, extends from: 

●  The Red Sea area near Jordan in the Middle East, south to the African country of 
Mozambique.  

● It is a series of geological faults caused by huge volcanic eruptions centuries back, 
that subsequently created what we now call the Ethiopian Highlands, a series of 
perpendicular cliffs, mountain ridges, rugged valleys and very deep lakes along it's 
entire length. 

● Many of Africa's highest mountains front the Rift Valley, including Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Mount Kenya and Mount Margherita. 

 

Hoggar (Ahaggar) Mountains: 

● The Hoggar Mountains, also known as the Ahaggar. 
● They are a highland region in central Sahara, or southern Algeria, along the Tropic of 

Cancer.  
● They are located about 1,500 km (900 mi) south of the capital, Algiers and just west 

of Tamanghasset.  
● The region is largely rocky desert with an average altitude of more than 900 metres 

(2,953 feet) above sea level.  
● The highest peak is at 3,003 meters (Mount Tahat). 
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Sahara Desert: 

● It covers almost one-third of the continent.  
● The Sahara is the largest desert in the world at approximately 3,500,000 sq. miles 

(9,065,000 sq. km) in total size.  
Nile River System: 

● The longest river in the world (flows north). 
● Rising from the highlands of southeastern Africa and running about 4,160 miles 

(6,693 km) in length, to then drain in the Mediterranean Sea.  
● In simple terms it's a series of dams, rapids, streams, swamps, tributaries and 

waterfalls.  
● Numerous (major) rivers comprise the overall system, including the Albert Nile, Blue 

Nile, Victoria Nile and White Nile. 
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Kalahari Desert: 

● It's about 100,000 sq. miles (259,000 sq. km) in size and covers much of Botswana, 
the southwestern region of South Africa and all of western Namibia. 

● The desert plateau is criss-crossed by dry rivers beds and dense scrub.  
● A few small mountain ranges are situated here including the Karas and the Huns.  
● Large herds of wildlife are found in the Kalahari Gemsbok National Park, located in 

South Africa near its border with Namibia. 
Namib Desert: 

● The Namib is a coastal desert in southern Africa. 
● It stretches for more than 2,000 km (1,200 mi) along the Atlantic coasts of Angola, 

Namibia, and South Africa, extending southward from the Carunjamba River in 
Angola, through Namibia and to the Olifants River in Western Cape, South Africa.  

● From the Atlantic coast eastward and the Namib gradually ascends in elevation, 
reaching up to 200 km inland to the foot of the Great Escarpment. 

Sahel: 

● The Sahel is a wide stretch of land running completely across north-central Africa, just 
on the southern edges of the ever-expanding Sahara Desert.  

● This border region is the transition zone between the dry areas of the north and the 
tropical areas of the south.  

● It receives very little rain (six - eight inches a year) . 
● Most of  its  vegetation is a savanna growth of sparse grasses and shrubs. 
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