
 

 

 
 

TODAY'S THEME: International Relation 

INDIA - USA RELATIONS 
(By Kusum Ma’am) 

 

 

RECOGNITION 

● U.S. Recognition of Indian Independence, 1947. 

● The United States recognized the Union of India as an independent 

state on August 15, 1947, when President Harry S. Truman sent a 

congratulatory message to Lord Louis Mountbatten, Governor General 

of the Dominion of India. 

● It was on this date that, in accordance with the British Parliament’s 

India Independence Act of July 18, 1947, the Union of India and 

Pakistan were created from the former “British India” that had been a 

part of the British Empire. 

● The formal process that led to Indian independence began with a 

report that the British government issued on May 16, 1946, which 

recommended the formation of an interim government in India to 

devise a constitution as part of a process by which India would 

achieve independence from Great Britain. 
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● An Interim Government of India was formed on September 2, 1946, 

and this is the government with which the United States established 

diplomatic relations prior to formal Indian independence. 

2+2 Dialogue 

● The 2+2 ministerial dialogue takes place between foreign and defence 

ministers of both sides. 

Foundational Agreements between India and the US: 

● The Logistics Support Agreement (LSA) 

● Communications Interoperability and Security Memorandum of 

Agreement (CISMOA) 

● Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial 

Cooperation (BECA)  

● Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) 
 

The above agreements are signed by the US with the countries it has 
close military ties. 
 

BACKGROUND 

● In September 2018, the first 2+2 meeting ministerial meeting was held 

in New Delhi.  

● The second edition of the meeting was held in Washington DC in 

2019.  

● Agreements such as LEMOA and COMCASA have already been 

signed between India and the US. 
 

https://t.me/ojaankiasacademy
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ias+with+ojaank+sir
https://ojaank.com/


 

 

What is BECA? (Signed on 27th October 2020) 

● The signing of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement 

(BECA) will enable both the countries to share geospatial information 

on maps and satellites for defence purposes. 

● Geospatial information is required while sailing a ship, flying an aircraft, 

fighting wars, locating targets, etc. 
 

What is LEMOA? 

The two countries inked the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016 that allows their militaries use each other’s 
bases for repair and replenishment of supplies as well as provide for 
deeper cooperation. 

● The LEMOA or the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement is 

one of the three foundational agreements between India and the US.  

● It was signed between the two countries in August 2016 after a 

decade long negotiation.  

● It is the Indian specific version of the Logistics Support Agreement 

(LSA).  The agreement facilitates the military of both countries to use 

each other's bases for refuelling and replenishment purposes. 

● This doesn't mean that U.S. troops will be stationed in India or vice 

versa.  

● The agreement is purely logistical.   

● The agreement is useful for Navy-to-Navy Cooperation between the 

two countries and allows India to use the string of U.S. facilities across 

the globe for logistical support.  
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● Similarly, the US also can benefit from Indian facilities. 

 
What is COMCASA? 

India and the U.S. signed another pact called COMCASA 
(Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement) in 2018 that 
provides for interoperability between the two militaries and provides for 
sale of high end technology from the U.S. to India. 

● The COMCASA or the Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement is one of the four foundational agreements between the US 

and India. 

● It was signed between the two countries in September 2018.  

● It is the Indian specific version of Communications Interoperability and 

Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA) and is valid for 10 

years. 

● The agreement facilitates India to use the United States' encrypted 

communications equipment and systems.  
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● Indian and the US military commanders, aircraft and ships can 

communicate through secure networks in peace and war. 

● It also paved way for the transfer of communication security equipment 

from the US to India to facilitate interoperability.  

 
What do the three agreements signify? 

● The LEMOA states that the one partner trusts the other and can 

expose its valuable assets.   

● The COMCASA states that one partner is confident enough that it can 

completely rely on the encrypted systems provided by the other to 

connect militaries of both the countries.  

● The third agreement, BECA, means that highly classified information 

can be shared between the two countries in real-time without the fear 

of data being compromised.  
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GSOMIA 

● Key pact called General Security of Military Information Agreement 

(GSOMIA) was signed by the two countries in 2002.  

The GSOMIA provides for specific measures to ensure security standards 
for safeguarding critical information shared by the U.S. with India. 

 

Diplomatic Relations 

● Establishment of Diplomatic Relations and the American Embassy in 

India, 1946. 

● Diplomatic relations and the American Embassy at New Delhi were 

established on November 1, 1946, when the U.S. Department of State 

raised the American Mission at New Delhi to an Embassy.  

● The U.S. Department of State announced on October 22, 1946, that 

the Governments of India and the United States had “agreed to an 

exchange of ambassadors and to the raising of their respective 

missions…to the rank of embassies.” 
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Overview:  

● India-U.S. bilateral relations have developed into a  "global strategic 

partnership", based on shared democratic  values  and increasing  

convergence  of interests  on bilateral, regional and global issues.  

● The emphasis placed by the Government in  India on development 

and good governance  has  created opportunity  to reinvigorate  

bilateral ties and  enhance  cooperation under the motto  ---  “Chalein 

Saath Saath:  Forward Together We  Go”, and  "Sanjha Prayas, Sab 

ka  Vikas" (Shared Effort, Progress  for  All) adopted during  the  

first two summits of Prime  Minister  Modi and President Obama in  

September 2014 and January  2015  respectively.  

● The summit level joint statement issued in June  2016 called the  

India-U.S. relationship an “Enduring  Global Partners in the 21st 

Century”.  

 

Today, the India-U.S. bilateral Cooperation is broad-based and Multi-
sectoral, covering: 

● Trade  and  investment 
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● Defence  and  security 

● Education,  

● Science  and technology,   

● Cyber security,  

● High-technology,  

● Civil nuclear energy,  

● Space  technology and applications,  

● Clean energy,  

● Environment,   

● Agriculture and Health.  

Vibrant people-to-people interaction and support across the political 
spectrum in both countries nurture our bilateral relationship. 
 

The  highlights  of  the  bilateral  engagement  between  India  and  the  
U.S. have  been  summarised  below:   Defence:   

● Defence relationship has emerged as a major pillar of India U.S.  

strategic  partnership  with  intensification  in  defence trade,  joint 

exercises, personnel exchanges, and cooperation  in maritime 

security and  counter-piracy.   

● India conducts more bilateral exercises with the U.S. than with any 

other country.   

● Some important bilateral exercises are: Yudh Abhyas, Vajra Prahar, 

Tarkash, Tiger Triumph, and Cope India.   

● Aggregate worth of defence-related acquisitions from the U.S. is more 

than US$ 15 billion.   
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● The India-U.S. Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) is 

aimed at promoting co-development and coproduction efforts.   

● In June 2016, the U.S. recognised India as a "Major Defence 

Partner", which commits the U.S. to facilitate technology sharing with 

India to a level commensurate with that of its closest allies and 

partners.   

● The announcement of India’s elevation to Tier of the Strategic Trade 

Authorization (STA) license exception will further contribute towards 

facilitating interaction in advanced and sensitive technologies.   

● A number of significant outcomes in the area of defence cooperation 

were achieved during the India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial Dialogues held in 

September 2018 and December 2019.      

Some other important dialogue mechanisms on defence cooperation are:  

 

● Defence Policy Group,  

● Military Cooperation Group,   
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● Defense Technology and Trade Initiative and its Joint  Working Groups   

● Executive Steering Groups for Army, Navy Airforce 

● Defence Procurement and Production Group 

● Senior Technology Security Group 

● Joint Technical Group. 
 

High-Level Dialogue Mechanisms: India and the U.S. have more than 50 
bilateral inter-governmental dialogue mechanisms for exchange of views on 
issues of mutual interest.   

A number of such dialogue mechanisms are held at the Ministerial-level 
including:   

1. India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue: India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue 

is led by the heads of  foreign  and  defence  ministries  of  India 

and  the  U.S..  Two  rounds  of  this  Dialogue  have  been  held  

so  far  (in September  2018 and  December  2019).    

2. India-U.S. Commercial Dialogue: The India-U.S.  Commercial Dialogue 

is led by the Minister of Commerce and Industry (CIM) and the U.S. 

Secretary of Commerce.  This was last held in Delhi in February 2019.    

3. India – U.S. Economic and Financial Partnership: The India – U.S. 

Economic and Financial Partnership is led by the Finance Minister 

(FM) and the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury. This was last held in 

Delhi in November 2019.    

4. India-U.S. Trade Policy Forum: The India-U.S. Trade Policy Forum is 

led by CIM and the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR). This was last 

held in Washington, D.C. in  October  2017   
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5. India-U.S. Strategic Energy Partnership:  The India-U.S.  Strategic 

Energy Partnership is led by the Minister of Petroleum and Natural 

Gas and the U.S. Secretary of Energy. This was last held in Delhi in 

April 2018.    

6. India-U.S. Homeland Security Dialogue (HSD): The India-U.S. 

Homeland Security Dialogue is led by the Minister of Home Affairs and 

the Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland Security. This was last 

held in Washington, D.C. in May 2013. 
   

Indian Diaspora: 

 

● The number of Indians and Indian Americans in the U.S.  is 

estimated at around 4 million, which accounts for  almost 1% of the 

total U.S. population.   

● It includes a large number of professionals, entrepreneurs and 

educationists with considerable and increasing influence in U.S. polity, 

economy and the society.   
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● They are a big stakeholder in India-U.S. relations having significantly 

contributed to the growth and development of the U.S. economy.    

Education:   

● India and the U.S. have very strong linkages and collaboration in the 

field of higher education.   

● The U.S. is one of the most favoured destinations by Indian students 

for higher education.   

● More than 200,000 Indian students are currently pursuing various 

courses in the U.S.    

Regional and International Cooperation:   

Both countries are collaborating and coordinating on a number of regional 
and global issues in both security as well as development spheres.   

We are also engaged in areas such as: 

● Maritime  

● Cyber security,   

● Humanitarian assistance  

● Disaster relief efforts.   

The U.S. has expressed support for India’s permanent membership on a 
reformed U.N. Security Council and for India’s early membership in the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group.   

India and the U.S. remain engaged to promote: 

● Peace 

● Prosperity 

● Security 

http://www.ojaank.com
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 In the Indo-Pacific as well as globally.   

Energy:   

● The U.S. has emerged as a key partner for India in the field of 

energy.   

● The bilateral Strategic Energy Partnership launched in April 2018 

between the two countries is robust and witnessing increasing 

diversification across both conventional and renewable energy sources. 

● An India-U.S. Natural Gas Task Force was also created in 2018.   

● India has started importing crude and LNG from the U.S. from 2017 

and 2018 respectively.   

● The total value of crude and LNG imports from the U.S. is currently 

estimated at US$ 6.7 billion.   

● In February 2019, the Indian Oil Corporation finalised term contracts 

for import of crude oil of U.S. origin.  

● These are the first term contracts finalised by any Indian PSU for 

import of U.S. origin crude oil grades.    

Civil Nuclear Cooperation:   

● The bilateral civil nuclear cooperation agreement was signed in 

October 2008.   

● India and the U.S. have a Civil Nuclear Energy Working group on 

R&D activities which has met ten times and has on-going projects 

under R&D collaboration which are reviewed by the Working Group.   
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● A U.S. company - Westinghouse is in discussions with Nuclear Power 

Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) for implementation of a project 

that envisages six AP 1000 reactors at Kovvada (A.P.).   

● Once implemented, the project would be among the largest of its kind.      

 
S&T/Space:   

● The multi-faceted  cooperation between  India  and  the  U.S. in  the  

field of  Science  and  Technology  has  been growing  steadily  

under the framework  of  the  India-U.S.  Science  and  Technology  

Cooperation Agreement  signed  in  October  2005,  which  was  

renewed  for  a  period  of ten years  in  September  2019.  

● The Indo-U.S.  Science  &  Technology Forum  (IUSSTF)  which  

was  established  by  India  and  the  U.S.  as  an autonomous,  bi-

national  organization  in  the  year  2000  to  promote cooperation  

in  Science,  Technology  and  Innovation  is  playing  an important  

role  in  strengthening cooperation  in  this  field.   
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U.S. - India Trade Facts 

● In 2019, India GDP was an estimated $2.9 trillion (current market 

exchange rates).(Source: IMF) 

● U.S. goods and services trade with India totaled an estimated $146.1 

billion in 2019.  

● Exports were $58.6 billion. 

● Imports were $87.4 billion.  

● The U.S. goods and services trade deficit with India was $28.8 billion 

in 2019. 

● India is currently our 9th largest goods trading partner with $92.0 

billion in total (two way) goods trade during 2019.  

● Goods exports totaled $34.3 billion; goods imports totaled $57.7 billion.  

● The U.S. goods trade deficit with India was $23.4 billion in 2019. 
 

EXPORTS 

INDIA was the USA'S 12th largest goods export market in 2019. 

U.S. goods exports to India in 2019 were $34.3 billion, up 3.3% ($1.1 
billion) from 2018 and up 108.5% from 2009.  U.S. exports to India account 
for 2% of overall U.S. exports in 2019. 

The top export categories in 2019 were:  

● mineral fuels  

● precious metal and stone (diamonds)  

● aircraft machinery   

● Organic chemicals. 
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Leading domestic export categories include:  

● Tree nuts  

● cotton  

● fresh fruit  

● dairy products   

● pulses  

International Cooperation 

India and the United States cooperate closely at multilateral organizations: 

● The United Nations 

● G-20 

● Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum 

● International Monetary Fund 

● World Bank 

● World Trade Organization.  

The United States welcomes India joining the UN Security Council in 
2021 for a two-year term, and supports a reformed UN Security Council 
that includes India as a permanent member.  

● India is an ASEAN dialogue partner, an Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development partner, and an observer to the 

Organization of American States.  

● India is also a member of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), 

at which the United States is a dialogue partner.  
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● In 2019, the United States joined India’s Coalition for Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure to expand cooperation on sustainable 

infrastructure in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Dr. S Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister. 

 
● Earlier Dr S Jaishankar was President – Global Corporate Affairs at 

Tata Sons Private Limited from May 2018. 

● He was Foreign Secretary from 2015-18, Ambassador to United 

States from 2013-15. 

●  Ambassador to China from 2009-2013. 

● High Commissioner to Singapore from 2007-2009 and  

● Ambassador to the Czech Republic from 2000-2004. 

● He has also served in other diplomatic assignments in Embassies in 

Moscow, Colombo, Budapest and Tokyo, as well in the Ministry of 

External Affairs and the President’s Secretariat. 

● Dr S. Jaishankar is a graduate of St. Stephen’s College at the 

University of Delhi.  

● He has an MA in Political Science and an M. Phil and Ph.D in 

International Relations from Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi. 
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● He is a recipient of the Padma Shri award in 2019. 

● He is married to Kyoko Jaishankar and has two sons & and a 

daughter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional and International Cooperation:   

Both countries are collaborating and coordinating on a number of regional 

and global issues in both security as well as development spheres.   

We are also engaged in areas such as: 

● Maritime  

● Cyber security,   

● Humanitarian assistance  

● Disaster relief efforts.   

The U.S. has expressed support for India’s permanent membership on 

a reformed U.N. Security Council and for India’s early membership in 

the Nuclear Suppliers Group.   

India and the U.S. remain engaged to promote: 

● Peace 

● Prosperity 

● Security 

In the Indo-Pacific as well as globally. 
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